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Characteristics of victims caused by typhoon No.1610
disaster in northern Japan on August, 2016

Motoyuki UsHiyama' and Naoya SExiva®

Abstract

We developed a victim data base (“2004-2014") for heavy rainfall disaster events in Japan
from 2004 to 2014, and 712 victims were classified. The purpose of this study is to analyze the
characteristics of victims caused by typhoon No.1610 disaster in northern Japan on August,
2016 (“T1610") in comparison with “2004-2014". Through this typhoon, 23 people were killed
in Iwate Prefecture and Hokkaido, and 4 people were missing. Characteristics of victims
by “T1610” were as follows: 1) 74% of the victims were death by flood disaster. 2) 78% of
victims were elderly people with the ages of 65 years or older. 3) 30% of the victims died after
taking evacuation action. The ratio of 1) is higher than “2004-2014". T1610 was a so-called
“mountain river flood disaster”. This type of flood tends to cause great damage. The ratio of
2) is higher than “2004-2014" too. In particular, nine elderly people died in a nursing home.
The difficulty of evacuation of the elderly people was indicated. The ratio of 3) is higher than
“2004-2014". 1t is necessary to further think about the timing and method of evacuation. On
the other hand, in the Acca area of Iwaizumi-town, 11 houses were destroyed but only 1 person
died. It is likely that many residents were saved by active evacuation in this area.
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