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Abstract

In the seventeenth century, the scepticism which emphasized the limitation of our
faculty of knowledge and the uncertainty of truth was predominant. And this type of view
was supported by the Catholic conservatism, for it was sceptical of the Reformation which

~denied the authority of the Catholic Church and persisted in its own certainty.

Against this tendency, Descartes discovered the only absolutely certain truth, the
cogito. So he regarded himself the first conqueror of the scepticism. But he was also a
sceptic on his theoretical basis, since he presupposed that we have the free will to be able
to suspend judgment on any question, that is to say, to doubt everything.

The anti-scepticism in the true sense of the word was presented by Spinoza, but it was
quite different from the dogmatic self-confidence of some Protestant thinkers. His main
theses were as follows. Our ideads are not lifeless objects which must be evaluated by
criteria which themselves require justification. We are forced into affirmation by truth
itself. Truth is a standard of itself and of falsity. In other words, every our knowledge is
produced by the objective process independent of our will, so we cannot but accept such
product. In this way, Spinoza refuted the scepticism which is founded on the free will.
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