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Current Situations and Issues on English Proficiency Assessment in Classrooms:
A Task Analysis Designed by High School Teachers in Shizuoka

Yukari Deguchi McDonald, Junya Fukuta, and Yoichi Watari

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the current situations and issues of English proficiency assessment in high schools
through analyzing performance tasks designed by high school teachers. Ninety-two performance tasks from eighty-six public
high schools in Shizuoka were examined. The analysis was conducted to see if the tasks teachers made were accurate at the
A2 CEFR level (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) and to discover any general tendencies or
trends amongst Japanese high school teachers in task design. The CEFR descriptor, and the reference for teacher training
created by the Comprehensive Education Center of Shizuoka Prefecture were both applied for the analysis. The results
showed that only 38 tasks were considered to meet the criteria of CEFR level A2, which reveals a gap between the actual
criteria and the teachers’ perception of the task level. Moreover, the variation of writing and speaking tasks were found to be
quite limited. As one prominent characteristic, almost all the writing tasks were argumentative, and the rubrics utilized to
assess students’ performance were unclear. Distinguishing the differences in each evaluation scale within the rubrics were
inconsistent with the contents of the tasks. With regard to speaking tasks, the majority were presentation tasks and the
number of interactive tasks were nearly half that of presentation tasks, which could possibly be caused by the teachers’
unwillingness or hesitation to create interactive tasks. From the results, it can be assumed that a lack of experience high
school teachers have in creating performance tasks has led to discrepancies in task variation and understandings of CEFR
levels. In conclusion to correct these issues within schools, it is necessary to develop and provide teacher training programs
to gain knowledge and experience in implementing performance assessment.
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