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ABSTRACT

Information ethics is inseparable from the consideration of ethics and morality itself. I suggest that
issues of information ethics need to be discussed within the framework of what it means to be human and
what ethics in action is. From this discussion, it seems that we can derive some hints for today's human
development from the perspective of information ethics. Based on these issues, this paper focuses on
moral agents in the information environment and considers them them thematically in the following steps.
In section 1, | start with a brief description of moral agents, depict their moral structure and the premise
of their morality, and highlight the issue of "ownership of responsibility" as a point of contention. In the
second section, | reconsider the moral agent as a responsible subject and consider the issue of
"personality" which is based on free will and obeys moral laws. The process of this study confirms the
distinction between human and non-human entities, and we take up the issue of "robots" as a non-human
entity. In this attempt, we introduce the perspective of categorizing “ethical agents™ and capture the issue
of "responsibility”. The third section positions moral agents in the "information sphere™ and clarifies the
situation of the agents. From the analysis, | argue that the problem of moral agents can include the
"morality of events". Section 4 points out the distinction between moral responsibility and moral
accountability, and extends the possibility of moral agents in terms of accountability. Through the above
discussion, I conclude by summarizing the issue of moral agents in the context of information ethics and

suggesting the possibility of education in a pluralistic world of diverse ethics.
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