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ABSTRACT

According to Henry Shue, the rights to security and subsistence are basic rights and this is because their
enjoyment is a condition for the enjoyment of all other rights. However, some critics assert that there is no
such basic right. For example, one such critic, Thomas Pogge, offers a counter example of someone who
is the victim of a kidnapping who is being assaulted and starved by his captors. Pogge argues that although
this victim enjoys neither the right to security nor subsistence, he still enjoys the right not to be arbitrarily
deprived of his nationality. However, this argument is incorrect because he certainly enjoys his nationality
although we cannot say that he enjoys it as a right. In this paper, I will clarify what it means to enjoy

something as a right and assert that basic rights are prerequisite to enjoy all other rights.
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