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Classification of Mental Verbs in Japanese
HARASAWA, Itsuo

Japanese static predicates referring to mental activities have two forms; One is
feeling adjectives (Kanjo-Keiyoshi) and the other, mental verbs (Naiteki-Jotai
Doshi). Both predicates have describing the speaker's inner situation such as
emotions, thoughts, sense and perception in common. Though most Japanese
verbs are perfective (view a situation in its entirety without reference to its
internal structure), mental verbs have some elements of an imperfective aspect,
similar to static verbs that view a situation with regard to its duration. Mental
verbs are thought to be categorized somewhere in the middle of dynamic and
static verbs in Japanese. When we look carefully at these mental verbs, we can see
that some verbs describe the speaker’s inner state with a form of “suru” or “sita”
while the others view a situation in its entirety with "suru". With this linguistic
feature, I propose that these inner verbs with imperfective character be classified
as static verbs, and those with perfective aspect as dynamic verbs. This
classification would be useful in a Japanese teaching environment since they are
obviously different in the syntactic manner in which they express the speaker’s
mental affairs.



