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A Consideration for the TV Media Trends in Post-Communist Hungary:
By Interview Research into the Hungarian TV Media Officials
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Abstract: This paper has a dual focus. One is to examine changes in Hungarian TV media since the end of the
country's rule by a communist regime. The other is to approach Hungarian TV media as a macro viewpoint
case study of modern TV on a national scale. Our primary methodology is based on interviews we conducted
with individual Hungarian TV media officials. Our study shows that Hungarian TV media after the country's
democratic revolution of 1989 has many experiences paralleling that of Japanese TV media during this same
period, such as the increasing significance of mega-media capitals in the industry, increasing emphasis on
commercial profit and entertainment-oriented content, news program showing the trend of infotainment,
increasing disillusionment among citizens regarding democracy in general, lower levels of audience interest in
affairs occurring outside of the audience's respective home countries, and an emerging nationalistic tone in TV
content.
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