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Abstract: The Opening Ceremony of the 2012 London Summer Olympic Games featured a lengthy
performance to present the culture and history of Britain, a.k.a, ‘the Isles of Wonder." The Opening Ceremony,
with its iconic use of the Olympic Torch, the Anthem, the Flag, and the Oaths, celebrates the universal ideals
of Olympism such as the harmonious development of humankind and the global peace. The so-called artistic
programme is, in this regard, a strange amalgam of nationalism and Olympism. It exhibits the national
identity of the host country in a form of spectacular mass games and artistic performances. At the same time,
it is regarded to be an entertaining show to welcome overseas audiences. However, in the case of the 2012
Opening Ceremony, the present study concludes that this epic of Wondrous Britain, tracing her history from
pastoral origins, through the Industrial Revolution and up to the age of popular culture was directed more
toward domestic than toward foreign audiences. The paper intends to show that the creation-myth of a Once
and Future Jerusalem with a diverse working-class was a contextually appropriate narrative in the socio-
political climate of a ‘Broken Britain' still lingering some seven years after the 7/7 London bombings of 2005.
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