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A Case Study of Acquiring the “Verb-teshimau” Structure
by Brazilian Children

HISANO, Mitsuko

This paper is an investigation of the acquisition of the [V-teshimau] (te form of the
verb + shimau) structure, which is basically used when the speaker wants to emphasize
psychologically that he has finished something completely. Samples of spontaneous
Japanese speech were longitudinally collected from two young Brazilian children.

The results show as follows: (a) The subjects used a colloquial style (ckawu / chatta)
instead of a formal style (teshimau / teshimatta). (b) The subjects began to speak [V-
chatta], a variety of the [V-teshimau] pattern, in the early stage of their acquisition, then
they began to speak [V-chau] [V-chaou], and after that began to speak [V-chatte]. They
made some mistakes such as using [V-chatta] instead of [V-chau], and using [V-cha-
nai] instead of [V-chatte-nai] when they couldn't use a new appropriate pattern. (c)
Expressions including the verbs OCHIRU (=fall, drop), IKU (=go), TABERU (=eat) and
NARU (=become) were often observed (ex. OCHI-chatta). (d) Some expressions were
used not only for an appropriate meaning but also for other meanings. In particular,
OCHI-chatta was observed in various situations such as “tumbled down” and “spilt”. (e)
There were some unnatural expressions including incomplete conjugation or incomplete
pronunciation of the verbs (ex. OC-chatta instead of OCHI-chatta).

Most of these features were also seen by a young Japanese child. On the other
hand, we could not find mistakes such as using inadequate words instead of verbs (ex.
adjective+ chatta , noun+ chatta), which is reported in the previous research.



