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Abstract

This study is intended to develop a unit model of the postwar reform from the viewpoint of discontinuity
and continuity during prewar and postwar, to better understand history, current society and improve
critical thinking.

As a premise to developing teaching materials , I examined the precedent study on upbringing of the
historical intellectual ability, and I classified it in three types. Type (a) : that which formed a process of
scientific society recognition. Type (b) : that which made an independent constitution process of history
recognition. Type (c) : that which made much of critical examination of the history interpretation.

Then, I checked the descriptions about political authority of the Emperor and the postwar reform in
Junior High School's history textbooks (all seven of them). Regarding the position of the Emperor in the
Great Japanese Imperial Constitution and the Constitution of Japan. The Ikuhou company and Jiyu
company versions were different from other textbooks. Under the Great Japanese Imperial Constitution,
the Emperor did not use basic political authority. He could not use political authority without the advice of
each minister (cabinet). Both textbooks emphasized that it became the structure that did not take political
responsibility. I think both textbooks were written with intention to avoid war responsibility of Emperor
Showa. I am not in a position to support the intention of both textbooks, But the structural similarity of
the old and the new constitution is important when we look at the state of Japan in the present age. It is
important to learn how to judge Japan independently. There are no textbooks with a description of the
agrarian reform connected to the prewar landed farmer policy . I think that the significance and limit of
the agrarian reform becomes clearer, by bringing contents of the agrarian reform prehistory into the
classroom.

The most used textbooks do not mention prior to the war and postwar continuity. They are written from
the viewpoint that Japan was rebeared after defeat. As a result, the history is drawn by the break
characteristics images. It is surely a fact that Japanese society turned big in defeat as an opportunity. But
we must not forget the continuity of the prewar, the wartime, and the postwar. That is to say, the
structural similarity of the old, the new constitution, the existence of the social community regulation in
Japan and etc.

Based on a critical mind such as the above, I performed a unit development about the postwar reform from

the viewpoint of discontinuity and continuity.
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