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Development to Foster the Global Human Resource Project:
Benefits from the Characteristic of Each Subject

Midori Inaba
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The purpose of this study is to explore how to foster the development of the Global Human Resource Project
(MEXT, 2011) in connection with school subjects, such as English, music, technology and physical education,
as well as in early education and special education. The questionnaire was devised to collect ideas and
opinions about the qualities and capabilities required for the Global Human Resource Project as well as
about methods for practicing education in each field of study. The subjects for the questionnaire are ten

in-service teachers in middle schools and in higher education in Japan.

The in-service teachers presented incisive ideas and methods. Those in the field of English education
proposed that students benefit from the cognitive linguistic approach of language learning through
developed competence in cross-cultural communication, multipolar comprehension, and flexible thinking
adaptable to situations. Those in technology education proposed that students can learn the importance of
teamwork, cooperation and problem-solving abilities through making the kinds of products created in
technology education. Cooperation towards a goal of creating something allows students to share in the
well-known enjoyment of a finished product. This sense of achievement is an important element to
facilitating students’ studies. For teachers of music education, exposure to music of different cultures allows
students to appreciate different values and promotes mutual understanding. It also allows students to
understand the value of Japanese traditional music. In physical education, students learn teamwork,
decision-making abilities, and consensus-making ability by playing various sports. In early education, it is
important to develop children’s language and communication abilities because it plays a role in their
creating good relationships with others. Teachers of special education proposed the widespread

implementation of universal design classes in order to enhance the understanding of all children.

The major role of the subject development for foster global human resource is to identify a ‘global element’

internalized in each subject, to create a syllabus clarified it, and to construct a theory through practice.
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