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A Study on the Relationship Between Museum Activities
and Political Activities
—A case study on the Pays de la Roudoule Ecomusée—

ISHIKAWA Hiroyuki

The aim of this study is to manifest the relationship between museum activities and political activities
at the Pays de la Roudoule Ecomusée. This paper will discuss the Ecomusée in the rural region. The
Ecomusée is about 70 km northwest of Nice in France, and consists of nine villages. The Ecomusée
builds up a network of villages that are called “Zes: islands”.

This study found three significant features of the Ecomusée activities, and they are as follows: First,
the Ecomusée activities are museum activities: collecting materials, preserving, researching and exhibit-
ing collections, and promoting education. Second, the Ecomusée activities are protecting the regional
heritage and exhibiting their life with a specialist, conservatenr, and enhancing economic growth through
cultural tourism. Third, the Ecomusée activities are creating a development project taking advantage of
its heritage, and injecting new life into its region and people.

According to the results of these investigations,

O The Ecomusée activities =~ make the whole communities to constitute living museums
through listing of their heritages and preserving them.

@ The Ecomusée activities are the methods to promote community lives by education. The education is
given through exhibitions for which the Ecomusée cooperates with people. As a result, the Ecomusée
has become a museum that has responsibility for its community and establishes the inhabitants’ identity
through its activities. .

The difference between French écomusées and Japanese ecomuseums are that écomusées have the
conservateur, but Japanese ecomuseums dow’t. Although Japanese museums have a specialist, gakugeiin,
Japanese ecomuseums have not had it yet. I think that the following four roles need to be discussed so
that Japanese ecomuseums should last for a long time. First, ecomuseums should cooperate with the in-
habitants, private enterprises, and the municipal administration, when they research the regional
heritage. Second, ecomuseums should make a plan for preservation of its heritage with a neighboring
gakugeiin. It will be important to ensure that its heritage is handed down to the next generation. Third,
ecomuseums should provide a lot of occasions for elderly people to talk with children and it is essential
that children be taught to love their community where they live. Fourth, ecomuseums should help peo-
ple its heritage as universal treasure.



