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Teaching of Calculation Order in the Formula
- Focus on the Rule of Priority by Omission of Multiplication Symbols -

Hiroyuki KUMAKURA

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate teaching the rule of “priority by omission of multiplication symbols” (POMS rule)
in the past, present and in the foreign countries, and to consider the meaning of using POMS rule, and to get some suggestions
about teaching of calculation order in the formula. First, it was cleared that there are 2 rules except 4 rules in the Japanese
textbook and the students don’t understand sufficiently about POMS rule. Second, it was cleared that POMS rule is used from
Meiji era in Japan, but it isn’t used in some countries. Finally, the author summarized usefulness of using POMS rule and got
3 suggestions about teaching of calculation order in the formula as follows;

1) To teach POMS rule exactly, ‘
2) To explain the meaning of formula in words,
3) To confirm other rules through concrete example.
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