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Abstract

In On Iiberty, John Stuart Mill asserts that both freedom of thought and discussion and
freedom of action can generally be defended on the same grounds. However, some critics
point out that he actually argues for freedom of thought and discussion on different grounds
from those on which freedom of action is generally defended. This paper claims that Mill
believes that both freedoms are needed—as without them, people cannot pursue and attain
their purpose—and that therefore, as opposed to some critics’ view, he argues for them on

the same grounds.
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