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What is ‘Individuality’ in J. S. Mill's On Liberty?

x E &
Masaru YONEHARA

(PR 274E 10 B 1 H3H)

Abstract

In On Liberty, ]J. S. Mill asserts that the liberty of framing a life plan to suit individuals’
characters must be respected. The term of ‘character’ is used as a synonym of ‘individuality’
which is the main issue of the Chapter 3 of this book. However, as some critics point out,
Mill does not explain the concept of character or individuality in On Liberty. In this paper, I
clarify the meaning of character by referring to his other articles and claim that his defence
of the abovementioned liberty was based on his recognition that people can acquire ‘the
active and energetic character’ - that Mill highly appreciated - only when this liberty is
respected and secured.
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NLEFTOFEETHPOTH A N—F—dbIHHT L LIS, [ELOmEICL T, INiZ
Bt ) ez Fo TldnikdboomolF o N TE 2] (Berger 1984, 233) 375, %
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FOLXIREEORBIEIICHEH DD TH S, LwHIDd, KFETLHRLESL LI 12,
TEH#R] B=ZBOFEFOP T, IVEERRLHIX [HBOMEEZFOA] LEIRELIAE,
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AT, ANHEZEBOFELBRERO—D, 512, BARLHESOREO EE R
BEPRITFTHBEDTH D, (Mill 1859, 261/138H)
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LA L, FEOISEE ERIIZEIN: [HREFO—ER] ERNEBEZETIE, 2hA~OHAD
BRENTWE, 2T, UTTHREDHEREZSR L 2o, ML EZHLMIZL T,
RAEIZBVTIE, AHOBEXRIIEITT2EREFOITLPMEL SN, TREBETT 5K
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LM 3 TEETAZEOFIE] & HIFIN TS (ibid, 842-843) 0 F 7z, [ 2% [&
BTHZLOEE] Thb L) 2k, [BE] oo TREFO—HR] BRBEZED
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3% (Mill 1865, 466n.)o Z LT, 2O X H 2. [l 23 [EET 22 L 0FE] 2L [HBY]
LRAFEHEENTVAEVWHT L, 72, [HEO—E] EWIBVHIEETLILEWV) T b,
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T IVAAETILREED [RAOTHIBFOMWMICHRT 5] L) ERIE [A
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HBHVIFMERICLBERFVFAOTT, —EWICHRESNEZ L2 BE LT HESNAHA 124
2w ERE (Ml 1859, 222/95E) %. BOAF TSV -0 0L Bbns, Z0FERIT [EHH)
HEBORTHRICHERESNELDOTHS (cf ibid, ch. 1)o BB, TOBFEORTF VT 1 LI, #LE
ERBENDRFNT 4 Thbd, MELFNDNDANF VT 4 OEVIZEL Tk, RE 2007% 28,
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7T, KERERL., BREOIEBELET L VIZLEDHD I . 20X REHEIC. KEPDOER
EWVIHTEIE. BELV) ENICKLTWA, Lo L. SOBADOKEOEREWIITHEIL., BELW
D) BEMEERT AL EERLTCBEINTETED L, #LTC, [AHOTAIZTT, BEHOHB
BEERT A0 TbNA] X, [FhS, BEALICENOERICESTH20E0ENELT. 56
WLIFEIE. FRICLoT, HEOBWEZERTAZLE2ERL TiThbha]l 2Ww) 2 L2 EKT 5,
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o, THHEGR] © M4 BHOWBICAED L), BoaOANEREHCEE] L Eb
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INDEETS [LRHF I T TRAOTEHIEHCOWBEICHE] 4 (Mill 1843,
840), LT, _®%A®F@%Jukﬁ#%#%Oﬁﬁkﬁ%énTm%kﬁiiioL#
L. 20—k 7T, [BHGR] £=ZFI1CE,. 2o K] 25 §XToATE %R, BEHRA
DRHEOLE Lv‘ﬁ’ﬁf&)éfaw;o ELNLEID D 5o '
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LEDNG. HORPHE, WE IO OTER AL R 2. £ IUIHSH
B WEEBRVOLR LU TH S, (Mill 1859, 264/146-147H)
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DAERIZBIE N7z [REBEFFIER] OF T, BENEEICSRENIEHTH L, £ Tk
ARBTHRES AR OWREICRIZTEEL V) BlEr b RI2EE. WhRAKEFET Lokt
WO BN THONZET, ROLIICHESN S, '

COMBEL, ENLIA, FYVHREARNLZHMECRL TR, TRE. TOo0—KHLED
B DD by FRAEBE RSN, NEO BB L >TENET LVOI, ¥55
BOPEVIHETH L, 2OTOOR & i3, BB L BEH LR TH b, HHIEE
BrLEV, BERENEZAET S, T2, BEFREICEY, FIFREEZBL IEDY
X9 8T 5, (Mill 1861b, 406-407/84—8515)

DF, RO LE LI, BELHLOWBIIRDLE L) LBEHNTHADILETH
D, S, WEHEROBLEL R, BECEIATH L, T2, MENEEORL X, H
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BEMEORS B2, THNEES ], &2 E0 [EENET ] ABEEOLEIORA
% [FEBEEH] LI ET, LVERLTWLEbHEONS (ibid, 407-408/85-88H ). & 512,
CCTERENAEEED LI, THHERE] Tk, TABICEEEOEREN] (Mil 1859, 262/142E)
LEDNLEDOBDEEL N, 5T 5L, BEUHEOELE. AL OHEENE
RESETVDLEN) BT, INVEFLVALFERTVRAEEZ S,

3 L7 IMRERER] 0B 2 BERERICETAER LD KOZ LB 2TH S,
FhE. Tabb, THER] S22 C, [HEEREEOA] 28 [YAORNERBEETEZA
rEbNBLE X, EBOEI A, 0 MK & [FBENEE] 2L TwEEWVHIZTLTH
%, TE, [Hlk] SSZCBVTh, [REHIRGEHR] &AM BEOEEORF L ENEF
LOWALEEESNTWEEEL D, LD, RBORIOHT. [ HITA~OBE, 1%
(=52 A] BEOBRBRWHKII -T2 LD TRVESIE -, ZOTEIE. HORIERMEEE .
BB TEINZLDO TR, BRI THAERL2DOICLTLE S ] (Mill 1859, 262/142-
43E) LEDBNTVERLTHD, COBED [HHITE~OBREA, HHSOBRELER
WK—FHTBHLDOTHEN] LWHRHOB®RT 2L ZAIRHATHLIOD, FBBRY (FBIHY)
PR O3S 45, WHEHEROBLEL ) BEE LWEZELONTWAZ LIk, 0BRSS
b RATND o

Wz, [HHZ] B8 TLEE LVALELLRTVEOIE, B AMETIER . &
BHEBORLETHLES 25, TH. COBBUBROBEEL IR DIALZOD.
DA LTI, TREFIFIER] 0T, BERERORFSE LT, B H O OMKICH
bEIIEBHTEIATHLEEFELNTVEHOD, [REZELOWKICHEDLES ] LT
Y3013 2 h0hOBBREE L. 272, [HHR] $ZECE,. 5 A0 [HE.
HEEOSOTHD I LITMA T, ZRLBHGBDTHY, 20, MOBEOMHTICH S
Db, WITBHHERLEO] EEDbNRTWAA (bid, 264/147TH), ZTOREXZITT. &
WO L EL I EARADPEZEBTLHOIIHNETH S,

L L. ZRDMTEZ O, [REZO—R] $ABEETES TS [EEYHEH
(moral freedom) | &) BEAICHE BT NEHES L 2 b KEIT. ZOMEEHRET 5,

E=H EENEH

o DEEMEE] BRRED [Fe Ok, BTO S MBS, 305, BRICHRT 5
Y EEE (Mill 1843, 840) OHEEDOHTERT 50 £ LT, [B5% H S OMHIHEDE S |
LEDLNABEDOBEEL, DRBEOIROFICHS [BE] 0l LxiELTwbbEILN
o DN, ZOBELIE, AxOWEBBICEELS X oMY R ERTH S,

DL BBEOEMEBIL, IVOEE [ b - T YR 2 - ARELEFERITHE]
2 BVTR S BRNICIRTR SN b, £2Ti, FREEOMIC, [, HiEHE, TR,
ASAHEOMAE], & 510, [45. T8, i) 2% BEOBAH L LTET o T2 (Mil
1867, 217/10H) o %7-. [BAIER] T3, [HEL#H] 25 TAHOBEEBEIH L, &b
DTRELEEN#HS] bk shTws (Mil 186la, 218/279H). LT, [(H 5 AN
CBERERT AEROBE L\ EIRTO) WHESTEICHET S| L) SAREOE
BB, 20X RBESUAOREKT 2 BHONE2RETHERTHS L) FREMER
Zo 72k A BUERICR A L HIHERZICEADS L, KB BUARICR S L&
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M3 5E0nIDN, COTEDERTLEIATHES,

T, [BEPEOOBKRICHEDES | LIEEIVITlh, 2O EEFHLPICT 121,
[mBEED—hR] EABESEOHT, MREEHTIA—F - FTL2 (A1 1980)
DXBEDVMTEI)FEREND L ZHHEETHLEN D2, €L T, [EENAE] 25
BEo0b. COEFTHD.

INMZERE, ATIVEREIRO L) RIRY WL T 5,

SOBRICBWT, SOBKLREHR (Thbb, WRR) &, BOFHHIHE, BV
LB ER (A Dy EE) OSEC LD K [=55A] oML, IS (for)
BENBDTHS T, WEEST (by) FELNBDTER V. ZHWPZIT, THHRE >
el b THEBE SN TR LE-> T, EEATH 5, I ENEEX DN EFF/ B\,
LA L, SHIEKEZHENTH S, KidHIBEE T, HHFOMWHELER LHEHO,
S [=FRAOBEEBRL CELEBEEINTVREAL] P RAZFEOTREOF
BTIIBLILDTERZOLRLIE, BAOALIIIC. BEZHOBEOBETICBLZ
LATED, MONLDS, MR ML EDTES LI, FerddETng,
BOWKEATRRTEL LW Z L3I TH S, (Mill 1843, 840)

Oib\EwuihwFAﬁQ%@ﬁ%%%E?%:&M?%&wJkw%@ﬁiﬁlyi
HEOERTH 2, 2LC. ORI [HRd] LdMThs (bid). THxL, IV
it TAREETNE. HE2H0BEOEBTIEL LT, HOOBERBEETE ] L
5 EEAERT o FLT. COBADBERL RESOMWBEBEL LD L) & (ibid)
Th Do

[EH®] ° [REHRER] TZ2F LUA LTS BBHEREORSE T L OBECER
FE UFCHRETAERoRT, [EETUE, B0 BECTE2] LREDA
2 [EENEHOBRE] 2BOALELRTVL LV L ThD,
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ZLT, EBOL A, BADVHMBIRFTTL261E,. BEEINE, HOOBKEZBIET
XL, COBRFEFNEEY, RAOFRTIHIEEWEROBE CH S, L)k
BRWZEENLTHADH, (ibid, 841)

BHHDLOBETHEL L. COBEHEHMPMTH 2 DPEPLPIIT 52 & T, BBHIEE
DELELIE, BENICHARZACRS) EENTIADI L TH DLV ERIPEBO L,
2T, COBBHEBEOERT S E Ak, UTFTHY I ML B4y oy EtH okst
209 LCHEI S,

8 7272l INRZOMOPRGHE L, [BHERICEDL L HIBE2ZITTELATCH EB. BUARIC
BAZEERERTAHEIICEE] LI RBERELUIVEVY, LWHIDh, AFHOWKITERORSE
DEBERZTTEREINL L W) T2 IVTHFALTBY (Mill 1843, 864). BUARICHD LI BEE %
ZITELAD, JIOBREOFBIZLY), COX)RIE2EMLEVL )22 WHEHZ, HIEER0OT
WAEDPLTHDB, %8B, [RBEZEO—MER] EXRBERETIE. ) BELBEAOMWK L OREHE
BEEEET28%THS [TV TV~ (ethology) | PHIEABREN TS (Mill 1843, 861-874)
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B, CCTHRETAINVOF 7 ER (Evie) HHEZZOEROERY 2RT DI
LTWAWEHRLZEDVLY 7, W v LU R 20X BEOBMLEL (ML 72k
THHLTWEORE V) HIZT S, SMOR#MIEH 2% LarLl, IASFrrrERE N
Db BREEZ, TREEBHEOMBREZICHDLEEZTVEONE W) HOERIZ, 3
VISE)BRTOEMENEHR L IMr2BET 2 L TUELEMHTH L, £2C. UTO#ER
WBWT, BHEOUBEZBIELL ) L) EEOERICHEON I EXHEEEHI AT S
X#—@ﬁ@*ﬁ, (Skorupski 1989, 250-255) ##Ef LoD, INPHE LI YLV EROMESR,

CWRWELTWwEOrTHLPIZT 5,

i?‘&ET«%urﬂﬁﬁfThi HEZHNOEEOEETIIBL I LT, HEOK
HEBIETES] LV INOFRIIHL, ATV VEREOMUP S, RO LD RIBENH 5
EFHERINTVBEN)ZETHD,

(AT EREIR, ROLIISETETHA)) FOLBYTHAHEDI. [BEETE]
EVI)BER, FOFREBETEELICLTLE ). tWwIDL, RAOEKEZBEL X
N EVIEREIL, BADBENICLoTTREL, HAPEITHI LI TELVWERE
LoT, AW ZONBEDDELLTHE, TOEXFIZ, NHRBERISHELIZL25
ENDED, &L DS ENZVDPDOWTIPTH S, (Mill 1843, 840)

2%, [BEGOBBREBIEL L9 f‘:w’)% . MOPOBEROEREE L TELLLDT
%D‘QWJO&E@#&w@U‘A#%?Wﬁ%ﬁ%%ogku&WJtwowﬁ\171
VEREDPOOINEL LTFEINTVES, ZL T, ZOREZICHL TR, [IFEALZDE
NTHsHL. F lei%%ﬁ‘:nuimzkéiﬁbﬁw&B@\ﬁé%%@%ﬁé:t
BTERWV] EINIEARS (bid)e 2F0D. BHEOBWBREZBIEL L) L) EEDI, M5
PORROKERE L TELLIDTHL LI HTIE, I Ve Yy EHREOMICAAOME
BIITWIDEBEINTWS, 2B, COEOFEREE X, [FA4PLHIFEFE> TV 72 HEE
WeBoTHELLIEREE - RBR] 2 [BARCAELZBVERCHLL] TH Y (bid,
841), MHADEoPFIZE ). ANREHFOMBEBELL) ) BEEHOLI 0D L
EzZHNTW5h,

T, INVEEHEEA T LV EROBTORBOMEL, EORICRVELTWEDh, R
a7 FAXE, THEMEAMY (rational autonomy) ] EWIHIMMEEZEBATALILIZEY., £
DAEDFHHAZ M S (Skorupski 1989, 253) o

WOMROBEL, LTOWY Thob, ¥, AT FAXICL L L, IVOBRIZHER I,
*Y I EREE, BOOBKEZBIELLD LV BEEMISLOBEROBREE LTHELED
DTHHUL, %@%mﬁ%kf@ﬁm&JumTL#&WE%K%O%hLﬂL‘\Wbl

¥ 23 L7-EmEOZES L LT, Smith 1989, 191-192/172-173E % &,
L %0124 B,
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NiE, CoEEN THENE] BEEWITEEHD I 5 (bid)o F72. ZOBHED BN
GEELFEOLIZ. F)THZ L0 [+45%HHE (good reason) ] #ILTBL 7z LT L &9
LWIHEEEFEOLVHI L TH L (bid, 254). LT, TDT L%, HHOWEEBIEL
IV EVIEERICDE DL L, HLIANTFEHFTOUKEBET S LOTHGEEZIERL
7ok T, COBEFEEZROOLLIE, FRIBHBNZERL W) Z LIRS (bid).

ZOATT TAF ORI, INDPHFEA T LY EFRE L OBICRWZT REOH
B, HOIADPEHEFOURKREZBELL) LI BEEZROERLEET S, 2D, ZOHE
3H B AP OBEELHONICED B, |

L L. A25FAXOMMEGRLE), EBOL IS, INVEESEF YT ERLOK
SEE. COLD REEEREo 2 BICEDLIBDEELIT VD, IO Y4 T A
IN N UVHOEZOWE] NORSESRTLIETHLP LD, 22T, [FREZEO—
B3R BT BF T ERMHOMEEAERTATL 25— [HERE] L wHEs
DODNPHMCERENS, 2L T, HOHICHTABEE LT, ROIHIICHESNS, B, 2
OEFIZBVT, Ty ERIE [BESNEaEw] LI Tw5S,

~BHAY. HEOMEOSHHAXHELTOT, ZORHMFED bORIUT, Sh
LCED EBEL LD, —id, BAISECKE L A, Ry ICLE522FE, Thb
b HEIZRBEIC Lo T BASICEBRE 22 L) FEAEE L2TNEE SRV,
PEE SN ERRETHLE 6L, COFEEEALAVTHS). LI Db, i
FNEEFTETH L LELRVPSTH D, (Mill 1865, 466n.)

COREPSPELPR I, AV UEREE., [HULZERELERT S L) Eigzs
ETA5FEZETTLILERAMETH S| LEXZBANEEDbNLTHRS, LT, #NIIXL,
IR AR EUABEAEET S L VD FREEFTETH)., 2RO ZIC. B
BOBWREBEL LD LW BEEZROAN, 2OBELERTLILIETRTHE] L)
DDOTHb, 2F0, INFEHEEF VL VEROMIULED, HEAPLBOEEXFEOHAIT.
ERICIBFOUKEZBIETEAPENPEVI HIIH DL EEZ TS,

ZLT. ZOEIIZLT, IVHFESE T Y LY ERFOMIZ RV THENSERE S L,
EENEBEMTCHLOPLHALPEL D, Thbb, [ LEETE. Reras0O%
BAEBECTE2] L) BiEs. EENEBOKE] tShh<cws (Mil 1843 841) &\
yﬁzkim[ﬁﬁmﬁmjthE%wﬁ%%%ELi5w5%$%%0%ﬁm‘ﬁw&%
BArBETAZ LT, ERIC, BHOWKEBIETS (BB THsLER D, $/2. &
v@;%KE%@ﬁ%%%E?%%AM‘ﬁ%%tﬁmﬁkﬁééo~ﬁ\iﬁlyi%%u\
AEHEZOBOREH L) BHEHEETHD IR BOLTVALEZ LN, 95, O

“sWQ%%@§nﬁéht%%iﬁ%mﬁwéﬁ%uﬁi@‘:@F%i%ltuwave&wv~%-
T4y TREVWILHETH S (Mill 1865, 583),
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P CEENEE L T THEPEEL N R o/ E LS, LAL, S OMMENHEHICH
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