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Abstract

It is necessary for teachers to respond to the increased diversity of Japanese learners in Japanese
language classes. Therefore, “teacher development programs (development programs),” which are considered
more effective than “teacher training programs for practical teaching methods (methodical programs),” are in
their trial stage. “Methodical programs,” in this paper, is defined as teacher training which aims to promote
teaching skills, whereas “development programs” emphasize improving teachers problem-solving abilities in
the classroom. This paper surveys how students’ views of Japanese-language education were changed through
practice teaching utilizing “methodical programs,” with the purpose of planning effective teacher training
programs.

In this study, essays on the subject of “what are the aptitudes of good language teachers?” written by 24
undergraduate students before and after the practice teaching were analyzed qualitatively by the analytical
procedure of SCAT (Steps for Coding and Theorization).

The research questions are as follows: 1) Does the practice teaching in methodical programs generate
changes in the views of language education? 2) What changes were brought about in the views of language
education in this program? 3) What are the differences in the changes which occurred in this program
compared with the teacher development programs in the previous studies?

The results of the analysis indicate that 23 of 24 students changed their viewpoints after the practice
teaching. Noticeable changes appeared in two factors. The first of these is an attitude about the practical
ability for implementing classes; 2 students added a description and 10 students changed the descriptive
content about this point after the practice. Another change is in the attention given to understanding learners.
Before the practice, students had a tendency to try conducting the class activities with the teacher’s control.
However, after the practice, 5 students added this perspective; indicating that they became conscious to how
learners perceive a teacher’s behavior.

On the other hand, the subjects of their essays are limited to what they experienced in the classroom.
They do not extend into their life experiences, or to the social environments behind their decisions or designs
in the classroom, which are regarded as important subjects of reflection by Okazaki & Okazaki (1997) .The

future challenge is to broaden students’ perspectives through reflection.
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