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Development of a course unit to promote modification of knowledge of

a historical phenomenon in social studies and verification of the effect

—Historical view on “national isolation” in elementary school social studies —

Takami TODA, Yasuyoshi ISHIGAMI

Abstract

This study aims to inquire and revise the meaning of the historical phenomenon “national
1solation” in social studies and to modify students’ perception of it. To achieve the study aim,
we examined four diplomatic windows in detail, namely, “Matsumae,” “T'sushima,” “Satsuma,”
and “Dejima.” We developed and implemented a course unit that made students re-think
“national isolation” through discussion. A keen discussion on “national isolation” along two
viewpoints, “the Shogunal system” and “foreign diplomacy,” was conducted, and we confirmed

that students restructured their knowledge of “national isolation” .

Keywords: national isolation history of social studies, development of a course unit,

modification of knowledge



