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The Lives of Local Residents under a Land Readjustment Project and Their Awareness of the Project :

The case of the Higashi-Chiku in Hamamatsu City, Japan

TADAUCHI Kenta and NISHIHARA Jun

Conducting a comprehensive land readjustment project for an urban renewal not only requires a long period of
time, such as 10 years or more, but also a great effort and the resources of the residents who are involved with it. In
this study, we selected “The Hamamatsu Higashi Daini Chiku Readjustment Project (the second sub-project of “The
Higashi-Chiku Project”) as a target in order to examine the lives and the consciousness of the residents to the project,
including the changes in their lives and their awareness. First, after comparing two name directory maps which
identify the name of each household's head or building owner (hereafter all are referred to as “building owners”)
in 1993 and 2008 in the study area, we identified relocations and out-movements of the building owners between
1993 and 2008, as well as the newly registered building owners in 2008. Second, we also conducted questionnaire
research with all the local residents in the study area regarding their changing lives under the project and their
changing awareness of the project. We got 66 responses from the local residents and analyzed them.

The results which we obtained are as follows.

The percentage of buildings owners who stayed within this area and experienced relocation of their residences
between 1993 and 2008 was only 25 % . Three quarters of the building owners in 1993 moved out of the area.
However, the building owners in 1993 comprised 70 % of all the building owners in 2008. The percentage of the
relocated building owners to the whole in 2008 varied from 50% to 100% by block in this area.

From the analysis of the resident responses, the largest problem is the decrease of population in this area. This
decrement of population caused a corresponding decrement of human relationship in the local community of this
area. There were large differences in the period of tentative relocations of their residences and in the conditions of
their tentative houses under the relocation. These differences influence the formation of the residents’ awareness of

the project.

Keywords: land readjustment project, urban renewal, life of the resident, consciousness of the sesidents,
relocation of the sites of residents



