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On the Usages of V-tai by Advanced Learners of Japanese
— based on the YNU Corpus —

KUMAI, Hiroko

This paper analyses the uses of V-tai by advanced learners of Japanese, based on
the YNU Corpus. It is found that even advanced learners still have some different or
inappropriate uses, such as the choice between the transitive and intransitive, sentence
constructions of causative and benefactives, confusion between %oshii and tai, and
mistakes using V-tai for another person’s actions which are influenced by the writer.
Inaccurate expressions resulting from the difficult usages of V-tagaru and the insufficient
understanding of the fact that the person restriction of V-tai is relieved under certain
conditions are also found. In addition to these inadequate uses because of the grammatical
constructions and person restrict, the inappropriate uses related to the interpersonal
considerations, such as choice between kariru and kasu, uses of sentence-end expressions,
discourse patterns and functions and the choice of honorific expressions are also observed.
This means that the difference between the learners and the native speakers are in
quantity, rather than in quality. It turns out that the usages are so difficult to master, they
should be taught continuously from various aspects even after the elementary level.



