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An Analysis of Quoted “Doko ga X noda” and “Nani ga Y da”
ANNO, Kyoko

This study analyzes the structures of similar sentences, “doko ga X noda” and “nani ga
Y da” and their expressive functions when partially quoting from a previous context. It
looks at the type of words used for X and Y, the various sentence endings used, and the
differences between “doko ga” and “nani ga”. The result lead to the following conclu-
sions: The “X” in “doko ga X noda” represents an attribute, creating a negating expres-
sion that means “this attribute does not exist here.” There are two types of “nani ga Y
da” expressions. One is as a quasi-rhetorical question, and one is an interjection with
a weakly negative implication. A common feature of these two types of expression is
that the speaker uses a word for “Y” that subjectively feels unpleasant or of little value,
even when society generally accepts a positive connotation for the word.



