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Fundamental research on the competencies that must be developed

by music teachers during training
HATTORI Keiko

Abstract

The aim of this study is to determine the competencies that should be developed by music teachers during training based on
the educational characteristics of the government curriculum guidelines and teacher-training universities and departments.
First, the competencies demanded from music teachers as stated in the government curriculum guidelines included (1)
knowledge of various sounds and music as well as the ability to develop lessons related to children’s lives and society; and
(2) familiarity with the skills to sing and play various instruments, and the ability to perform exceptionally well to serve as a
role model for children. These skills cannot be developed at a fine arts university, where the aim is to apply one’s acquired
knowledge, techniques, and musical sensibility in musical performance, but can be rather developed in “classes about
curricula” and “classes about how to teach a subject.” It was therefore concluded that during the teacher training stage, music
teachers must develop the competency to apply their subject matter expertise, acquired through instrumental and vocal

performance courses, to their teaching skills.
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