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Adult Learning Theory as " Theory of Facilitating Lifelong Learning":
Concerning M. Knowles” Andragogy

Kasane Shibue
E5

In this paper, as a subject of the social education diretor course and the social education diretor
training course, I discuss the matter related to the subject " Theory of Facilitating Lifelong Learning " which
is newly joined. One of the topics covered in this subject is "educational theory on facilitating learning".
Previous study by Japanese researchers suggests that Malcolm Knowles’ Andragogy is taken up. However,
as for Knowles’ Andragogy, adult educational researchers in North America have criticised from several
viewpoints as a theory. It can be said that there is a gap of dealing with Andrgogy between in North America
and in Japan. On the other hand, this can be interpreted that Knowles’ Andragogy is kept being treated in
Japan for social education practitioners and students who are interested in social education practitioners,
although there are theoretical criticisms of his Andoragogy in North Amarica. Therefore, I attempted to
clarify how Knowles’ Andragogy has been handled for social education practitioners, what kind of criticisms
about Knowles’ Andragogy have been introduced to Japan. Based on the results, I show the significance and
points to pay attention to Knowles’ Andragogy in the subject " Theory of Facilitating Lifelong Learning "
for social education practitioners and students who are interested in social education practitioners.
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