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Adult Learning Theory in Social Education Practice after World War 1I :
Examination of Studies by Social Education Staff Members

Shibue Kasane

B

The purpose of this paper is to clarify adult learning theory in practices of social education performed by Japan’s social
education administration after World War II. In Japan’s social education administration after World War 11, adults tended to
be learning objects. Have social education staff members who have been engaged in practices of social education,
investigated the theory of supporting adult learning from the perspective of adults as learners, not simply as learning objects?
This paper extracted studies on adult learning using “seijin or otona” and “social education” as keywords, and the studies
written by social education staff members were extracted from those studies and examined. These were summarized into two
groups. The first group was related to schools for adults and the second group was related to practices of social education.
Regarding the first group, some studies examined the content and methods of education, and the ideal of adult educators,
while critically reviewing the situation of schools for adults. However, | could not confirm the use and improvement of the
idea described in these studies within the practices of schools for adults. Regarding the second group, some studies described
the difficulty of practices of social education for adult males and the situation in which adult males were understood as
learning objects. However, some studies planned and were involved in practices of social education while deeply
understanding the actual situation of adult males. In studies of the debates surrounding practices of social education within
adult education seminars and adult learning, the abundance of practices of social education concerning women’s was
observed. Some studies proposed understanding each adult in the context of their life and society and discussed the
development of adult learning activities in accordance with this viewpoint.
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