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On the Usages of V-tagaru Preceding Nouns
— though comparison to V-tai N —

KUMAI, Hiroko

This paper analyzes the usages and functions of V-tagaru N, in comparison with
V-tai N. It is found that half of the Ns after tagaru are the agents of tagaru, and that the
sentences are often accompanied with negative expressions, expressions of excessive
states, degrees or frequency, or those of general tendency, contrast or metaphor and
imply O the speakers’” evaluation towards the agents, through distinction and typification
by highlighting the characteristics and tendencies of them, @) the speakers’ evaluation
towards the impertinent or continuous desire for something difficult or feasible or, have
@ a function as a subject marking, and @ derivational usage of a constant tendency of
the agents, accompanying non-volitional verbs. On the other hand, in V-tai N, most of
the Ns are the objects and there are no implications or evaluations involved other than
its original meaning as desire. They are often used in such sentences as having functions
of direction or information giving towards unspecified targets rather than expressing the
1% person’s desire. In addition, the fact that less than 10% of ¢ai used in this structure
can be replaced by tagaru, whereas half of the tagaru can replace tai shows that the
restrictions of the usages of tagaru are quite strict.



