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Study on the image of Tohoku Dialect in mass media

Kumagai, Shigeko
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This study aims to investigate the persisitent reproduction of negative
images of Tohoku Dialect in Japanese media even in the age of regional dialects with positive value.
Through the investigation, I concludes that Tohoku dialet still has the negative images such as
rusticity, roughness, lower class, aged people and so on. This image had and will have a harmful
influence on the native speakers of Tohoku dialect, who feel inferiority complex about Tohoku
dialect. Since diversity is pursured in present Japan, the persistent reproduction of negative
images of Tohoku Diaect through Japanese media should be reconsidered.
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