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Attitudes of Citizens in Shizuoka Prefecture towards Restarting
the Hamaoka Nuclear Power Plants: Focusing on Differences
by Social Demographic Factors

H {38 5 il JREEAT
Takashi NAKAZAWA Tomoyuki TATSUMI
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Abstract: Restarting nuclear power plants has been one of the most controversial issues in Japan's energy
and environmental policies. This paper investigated the attitudes of citizens in Shizuoka Prefecture
towards restarting the Hamaoka Nuclear Power Plants and nuclear power generation by focusing on social
demographic factors. A postal questionnaire survey was conducted on the theme of "Restarting the Hamaoka
Nuclear Power Plants and Local Agreement". 5,000 samples in Shizuoka Prefecture were systematically
collected from the electoral rolls, allocated to each municipality according to population ratio. There were 2,052
valid responses. Cross tabulation and regression analysis revealed that negative attitudes towards the restart
and nuclear power generation outweighed positive attitudes. Negative attitudes towards the restart exceeded
positive attitudes even among those in favour of the restart as for "economic cost", "high-level radioactive
waste", and "feasibility of the wide-area evacuation plan". It was also found that there were differences in the
attitudes by gender, age, occupation, education and residential area.

Keywords: nuclear power, Hamaoka Nuclear Power Plants, questionnaire survey, regression analysis
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