A Case Study of Vietnamese Care Worker
Students’ Use of Sino-Vietnamese Words in the
Reading Process of National Examination
Questions for Care Workers
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A Case Study of Vietnamese Care Worker Students’ Use of Sino-Vietnamese
Words in the Reading Process of National Examination Questions for Care Workers

SASAKI Ryozo, HIRUMA Yoichi

Abstract: This case study investigated the reading comprehension process of the na-
tional care worker examination for international student whose native language is Viet-
namese and who was enrolled at a care worker training institution, aiming to work at
a welfare facility in Japan. Graduates of care worker training institutions will be required
to obtain a national care worker license after 2027, and preparation for the national
exam has become an urgent issue for the students. The author conducted a survey of
the reading comprehension process for the national care worker examination and a
follow-up interview with a Vietnamese care worker student. The results of the reading
comprehension process survey showed that the Vietnamese student transliterated the
Japanese Kanji vocabulary by applying the Sino-Vietnamese phonetic system and inferred
the meaning of the words. The results of the interview survey also supported that the
participant inferred the meaning from the Sino-Vietnamese sounds. While she stated
that the most effective use of Sino-Vietnamese words lies in reading comprehension,
she also stated that the use of Sino-Vietnamese in learning Chinese characters under
the context of studying Japanese is not generally recommended as it depends on the
time of introduction and individual learning styles.



