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Empirical analysis on the situations of municipalities on the provincial regions
and evaluation on pro-meger and development policies of governments
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This study seeks to explore the outcomes of municipal pro-merger actions and
the latest situations on municipalities in provincial regions and to propose solutions for those
problems, based on profound analyses on various kinds of massive data of municipalities.
Merged municipalities reformed their organizations and reduced their fiscal expenditure. As a
result, the intra-differences in their areas emerged. In accordance with the national government
instruction, all the municipalities in Japan made revitalization strategies and population visions.
Finally, it would be extremely difficult to complete their strategies and visions. Under the
population decline and aged society, the municipalities in provincial regions suffer from
probability of extinction, because of exodus of economic activities. For sustainable local
municipalities and communities, administration and economic facilities in the Tokyo region must be
urged to relocate to provincial regions by the national government.
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Jun Nishihara and Shun Suzuki

People with limited access to shopping facilities in declining suburbs and new prospects through online shopping for poor
shopping environments in Japan

2018 16U Urban Commission Annual Meeting August 12 to 17, 2018, Montreal
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