Trend of Research on Disaster Prevention
Education from The View Point of Competency :
After The Great East Japan Earthquake
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ABSTRACT
This paper reviews the studies published between 2010 and 2020 relating to disaster prevention education in
Japanese schools. First, the competencies that disaster prevention education aims to develop, according to MEXT,
are explained by using the Concentric Circle Model. The competencies are classified into five categories; knowledge
of risks, perceived risks, evacuation response switch and behaviors to ensure safety, participation in society, and
understanding of social systems. The review then shows that disaster prevention education after the Great East Japan
Earthquake has led to positive achievements in the following three areas:
1. The competencies related to the five categories have been mostly covered (but superficially in some cases) by
classroom practices.
2. Disaster prevention education has been dealt with, not only in social studies, but in science and in some other
subjects.
3. Not only school teachers but also some other researchers and research institutes have been involved in disaster
prevention education in schools.
However, challenges remain in the following two areas:
1. The Grand design on competencies that disaster prevention education aims to develop, have been constructed.
2. Methods for measuring the extent to which target competencies have been achieved need to be developed.

Keywords
Disaster Prevention Education, Competency, Factors Affecting Evacuation Behavior, the Concentric Circle
Model



