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An analysis of binding relations based on FormCopy

KOMACHI Masayuki

Although the so-called binding relations established between reflexive pronouns 
and their antecedents have traditionally accounted for by a syntactic mechanism 
of binding principles (Chomsky 1981), Hornstein (2001) tried to reduce syntactic 
binding to the general framework of the copy theory of movement (Chomsky 1995). 
Since the general system proposed by Hornstein (2001) have a consequence of 
sideward movement, which unwantedly broaden the range of possible derivations, 
Chomsky (2021) proposed an alternative framework which splits the process of 
forming copies (FormCopy) from the structure-building process (Merge). This 
paper explores the possibilities that binding relations are explained in terms of 
FormCopy, on leveraging Hornsteinʼs (2001) insight on binding.


