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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to clarify some aspects of elementary science education practices in special classes
during the early Showa period. We analyzed the literature, particularly the records of the special class at
the Chiyoda Elementary School in Abe County, Shizuoka Prefecture. We focused on science education at
three levels: purpose, method, and content. Results from the analysis showed that the school conducted
science education mainly for children with special needs. The purpose, method, and content of science
education are described as follows:

The purpose of science education for children with special needs was to enjoy the classes. Furthermore,
science education contributed to the achievement of students’ educational goals.

The method of education for children with special needs was similar to the method used for normal
children at that time. The main methods utilized were the intuitive, practical, and playful methods.

The content of science education was based on the content of textbooks used at that time. The school
selected contents from the viewpoint of their relevance to daily life, including occupations.

These results indicate that the school considered science education as fundamental for children with

special needs.
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