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The Oyonos Collection of Manuscripts concerning the Ordos Mongols
YANG Haiying

Represented in this book is a collection of 47 Mongolian manuscripts, which were collected and stored
by Oyonos (1929 — ), a famous Ordos Mongol of culture and education, during the decade from the

end of the 1940’s in the Ordos region of Inner Mongolia.

The name Oyonos derives from a patrilineal clan(obuy), to which the collector belongs. Originally
this clan was one of the subgroups that existed under a huge regional group of communities called
Kereyid. Members of his clan have lived mainly in the Ulisin and Otoy banners of the Ordos region

for centuries.

Ovyonos participated in the Communist movement in Inner Mongolia in his youth. After the
establishment of socialism in Inner Mongolia, he made a significant contribution to social initiatives
mainly in the areas of culture and education. Most manuscripts in the collection were gathered on
the Mongolian steppe, where he engaged in various enlightenment programmes for local communities

in his younger days.

It would be fair to classify these 47 manuscripts in four major classes. They comprise 1) Educational
poems and maxims, 2) Admonitory books, 3) Literature and traditional culture and 4) Chronicles. During
his youth, Oyonos himself developed his learning by reading Mongolian textbooks, which were quite
similar to the manuscripts in his collection. It provides, therefore, unequivocal evidence that these

manuscripts were, in fact, used by many Mongols in their daily life.

Political unrest broke out in China in 1958, the circumstances of which compelled Oyonos to suffer
from extreme hardships, both politically and socially, for as long as the subsequent twenty years.
As the waves of upheaval surged across the nation, he was vehemently denounced and exposed to
blatant libels such as "member of the Inner Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party ”, ”secret agent
of the Mongolian People’s Republic”, or ”spy of the Japanese Army”. In his endeavour to protect
the collection from the destructive power of the authorities, Oyonos had to pay a tremendous price.
One day he had all the ribs broken in violence. In spite of such sacrifices, the manuscripts were
confiscated and destroyed by the Communist Party. Prior to the outbreak of turbulence, Oyonos
used to possess more than 300 copies of old manuscripts, the majority of which were destroyed and
vanished through chaos. Thanks to his cooperation, I have incorporated in this book most of the
materials that survived the disastrous age, escaping from serious damage. Indeed it is the most sincere
hope shared by both Oyonos and myself that these manuscripts will shed new light on the studies
of Mongolia and its people, giving fresh momentum to future discoveries and the furtherance of

Mongolistik.
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