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N B —
Keiichi KOBAYASHI

CERK205£10H 6 HZH)

This study focused on undergraduate students’ errors in understanding the relations
between arguments across texts. Data from three previous studies (Kobayashi, 2007,
2008, in press-b), in which a total of 257 one- to three-year students were told to read
two texts arguing for or against the introduction of English education into public ele-
mentary schools in Japan and to describe the relations between the writers’ argu-
ments after reading, were re-analyzed. The comprehension answers produced were
segmented into statements describing intertextual relations. Of the 710 statements, 303
were valid and relevant to the task, 114 valid but irrelevant, and 203 invalid. On aver-
age, participants produced only 1.53 valid and relevant statements. Invalid statements
were classified into two major types: (a) relating two irrelevant arguments forcibly
and (b) producing seemingly valid relations by distorting either or both of arguments.
The nature of undergraduate students’ difficulty in understanding intertextual rela-

tions was discussed.
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