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Clay Minerals and the Origin of Life

Keinosuke NAGASAWA*

The role of clay minerals in the origin of life is reviewed.
clay minerals played a significant role in the prebiological chemical evolution.

It has been postulated that
Recently,

on the other hand, a hypothesis that clay acted as a gene was presented by Cairnes-Smith.

Clay minerals are considered to be able to store the information and to replicate it.

In this

paper, the writer describes this clay gene hypothesis and proposes iron-rich saponite as

one of the most probable candidates of the clay gene.
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