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Effects of Encouraging Arguments Evaluation on Critical Integration of Multiple Texts

N E
Keiichi KOBAYASHI

(FRk224E10H 6 H23E)

This article examined whether and how encouraging readers of multiple texts to evaluate
each author’s arguments during reading and/or writing affects critical integration.
Eighty—four undergraduate students read two conflicting argumentative texts under either
being instructed to evaluate arguments in the respective texts or not. After that, they
completed an essay writing task. Half of them were told to write their opinions on the
issues in controversy, commenting on the two authors’ arguments, and the other half
were told only to write their opinions. The encouragement during reading increased
participants’ references to the authors in their notes. On the other hand, the
encouragement during writing increased explicit references in their essays. The effects
of evaluation encouragement on the inclusion of the authors’ relevant arguments were

very limited
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