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There is one sort of labour which adds to the value of the subject upon which it is bestowed:
There is another which has no such effect. The former, as it produces a value, may be' called pro-
ductive; the latter, unproductive labour. Thus the labour of a manufacturer adds, generally, to the
value of the materials which he works upon, that of his own maintenance, and of his master’s profit.
The labour of a menial servant, on the contrary, adds to the value of nothing. Though the manu-
facturer has his wages advanced to him by his master, he, in reality, costs him no expence, the

value of those wages being generally restored, together with a profit, in the improved value of the
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subject upon which his labour is bestowed. But the maintenance of a menial servant never is restored.
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Artificers and manufacturers, in particular, whose industry, in the common apprehensions of men,
increases so much the value of the rude produce of land, are in this system represented as a class
of people altogether barren and unproductive. Their labour, it is said, replaces only the stock which
employs them, together with its ordinary profits. That stock consists in the materials, tools, and wages,
advanced to them by their employer; and is the fund destined for their employment and maintenance.
Its profits are the fund destined for the maintenance of their employer. Their employer, as he ad-
vances to them the stock of materials, tools and wages necessary for their employment, so he
advances to himself what is necessary for his own maintenance, and .this maintenance he gene-
rally proportions to the profit which he expects to make by the price of their work. Unless its price
" repays to him the maintenance which he advances to himself, as well as the materials, tools and
wages which he advances to his workmen, it evidently does not repay to him the s.&ouo expence
which he lays out upon it. The profits of manufacturing stock,. therefore, are not, like the rent of
“land, a neat produce which remains after compleatly repaying the whole expence which must be
laid out in order to obtain them. The stock of the farmer yields him a profit as well as that of
the master manufacturer; and it yields a rent likewise to another person, which that of the master
manufacturer does not. The expence, therefore, laid out in employing and maintaining artificers and
manufacturers, does no more than continue, if one may say so, the existence of its own value, and

does not produce any new value. ‘It is therefore altogether a barren and unproductive eéxpence.
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The expence, on the contrary, laid out in employing farmers and country labourers, over and above
continuing the existence of its own value, produces a new value, the rent of the landlord. It is the-
refore a productive expence.
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Secondly,it seems, upon this account, altogether improper to consider artificers, manufacturers and
merchants, in the same light as menial servants. The labour of menial servants does not continue
the existence of the fund which maintains and employs them. Their maintenance and employment
is altogether at the expence of their masters, and the work which they perform is not of a nature
to repay that expence. That work consists in services which perish generally in the very instant

of their performance, and does not fix or realize itself in any vendible commodity which can replace
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the value of their wages and maintenance. The labour, on the contrary, -of artificers, manufacturers

and merchants, naturally does fix and realize itself in some such vendible commodity. It is upon

this account that, in the chapter in which I treat of productive and unproductive labour, I have classed
artificers, manufacturers and merchants, among the productive labourers, and menial servants among
the barren or unproductive.
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The wages of mechanics, artificers and manufacturers should be somewhat higher than those of
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common labourers. :
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* But I must observe, that when manufacturers can thus capitulate with their employers, and can

insist upon an augmentation of their wages, the demand of the market must be greater than the



supply from their work. This is the circumstance which raises the price of labour. Let the demand

of the market fall, the prices of labour will fall, in spite of all the reasons which ought naturally

to make them rise. The workmen will then enter into a hurtful competition, and starve one another,

as has been often observed. Let the demand of the market rise, manufacturers may raise their

wages in proportion to the rise of the market.
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Fifthly, If hands increase, after he is reduced to his physical-necessary, the whole class of the
manufacturers will be forced to starve.
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Z%q the price of a manufacturer’s wages is not regulated by the price of his subsistence, but by

the price at which his manufacture sells in the market. Could a weaver, for example, live upon the
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air, he would still sell his day’s work according to the value of the manufacture produced by it, when

brought to market. As long as he can prevent the effects of the competition of his neighbours, he

will carry the price of his work as high as is consistent with the profits of the merchant, who buys

it from him in order to bring it to market; and this he will continue to do, until the rate of the

market be brought down.

MU0’ BAHOMEQEEY 450 HIMEQCEEN =0 VL AL ORMEREDYROSICEEY
0 VEBREOSC B 0P HRBNE O VU VRPARUIY AT FHOLKB MR | I QHEWY
WQHEN O VA0S LRUERERN A RONS LU QEINE S PR Y R0 RLREKTLOCERES
BENBVUVRYHRINS” ARBIROHHOELEN AR{/OVLNI VER (2L OHE<QREVE Hi
SQEE 46 U HE R0 1V 4000 VOV RIRQ ERR-Ee w1V S8 B0 80e? ]

MM TEEH 27 MRE4HEe BUmEY E<N KRSV Ra” WOBaN 5 Y MEREW
KoL 5% 007 EHHHNTY L L4 400800 0N [REIHRE] ¥ %" <manufacturer>Q— [
@ P2 v R RICE OV 5 0@ 5+ D 2910° WORN | il stt—

Under these circumstances I conclude, that if foreign trade suffer by the high prices of commo-
dities in our markets, the vice does not proceed from our taxes, but from our domestic luxury,
which swells demand at home. Were we less luxurious, and more frugal in our management in
general, all classes of the industrious, from the retailer down to the lowest manufacturer, would be

satisfied with more moderate profits.
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The earnings of the manufacturers are as follows, per week: The combers, 10s 6d. The spinners,

women, 3s; children of ten or twelve years, 2s. The knitters, 2s 6d; children of ten or twelve years,
9s. All the work-people have constant employment if they please.
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The manufacturers themselves, as well as their families, are in such times better clothed, better
fed, happier, and in easier circumstances, than when prices are low, for at such times they never
worked six days in a week, numbers not five, nor even four; the idle time spent at alehouses, or
at receptacles of low diversion; the remainder of their time of little value; for it is a known. fact,
that a man who sticks to his loom regularly, will perform his work much better, and do more of

it, than any one who idles away half his time, and especially in drunkenness.




The master manufacturers of Manchester wish that prices might always be high enough to enforce
a general industry; to keep the hands employed six days for a week’s work; as they find that even one
idle day, in the chance of its being a drunken one, damages all the other five, or, rather, the work
of them.

But at the same time, they are sensible, that provisions may be too high, and that the poor may
suffer in spite of the utmost industry; the line of separation is too delicate to attempt the drawing,
but it is well known by every master manufacturer at Manchester, that the workmen who are in-
m:ms.mocm. rather more so than the common run of their brethren, have never been in want in the
highest of the late high prices.
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Upon the whole, the manufactures of Sheffield make immense earnings. There are men employed

in more laborious works, that do not earn above 6s or 7s a week, but their number is very small; in

general they get from 9s to 20s a week; and the women and children are all employed in various

branches, and earn very good wages, much more than by spinning wool in any part of the kingdom.
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We cannot put an end to those few observations, without noticing that trite remark in the mouth

of too many; that if the industrious poor can obtain enough to maintain themselves in five days,




they will not work the whole six. Whence they. infer the necessity of even the necessaries of life

being made dear by taxes, or any other means, to compel the working artisan and manufacturer to
labour the whole six days in the week, without ceasing. I must beg leave to differ in sentiment
from those great politicians, who contend for the perpetual slavery of the working people of this
kingdom; they forget the vulgar adage, all work and no play. Have not the English boasted of the
ingenuity and dexterity of her working artists and manufacturers which have heretofore given credit
and reputation to British wares in general? What has this been owing to? To nothing more probably
than the relaxation of the working people in their own way. Were they obliged to toil the year
round, the whole six days in the week, in a repetition of the same work, might it not blunt their
ingenuity, and render them stupid instead of alert and dexterous; and might not our workmen lose
their reputation instead of maintaining it by such eternal slavery?
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That mankind in general, are naturally inclined to ease and indolence, we fatally experience to
be true, from the conduct of our manufacturing populace, who do not labour, upon an average, above
four days in a week, unless provisions happen to be very dear. ... Put all the necessaries of the
poor under one denomination; for instance, call them all wheat, or suppose that. . . the bushel of
wheat shall cost five shillings and that he (a manufacturer) earns a shilling by his labour, he then
would be obliged to work five days only in a week. If the bushel of wheat should cost but four
shillings, he would be obliged to work but four days; but as wages in this kingdom are much higher

in proportion to the price of necessaries ... . the manufacturer, who labours four days, has a surplus



of money to live idle with the rest of the week . ... I hope I have said enough to make it appear

that the moderate labour of six days in a week is no slavery. Our labouriug people do this, and to

all appearance are the happiest of all our labouring poor, but the Dutch do this in manufactures,

and appear to be a very happy people.
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Obgleich der. manufacturer (@.e. Manufakturarbeiter) seinen Lohn vom Meister vorgeschossen be-
kommt, verursacht er diesem in Wirklichkeit keine Kosten, da der Wert des Lohns zusammen mit
einem Profit gewohnlich in dem veredelten Wert des Gegenstands, auf den seine Arbeit verwandt.
wurde, wiederhergestellt wird.

NN X R 7S QIR

Quoique. le. premier (I'ouvrier de manufacture) regoive des salaires que son maitre lui avance, il ne

lui cefite, dans le fait, aucune dépense: la valeur de ces salaires se retrouvant, en général, avec un
profit en plus, dans l'augmentation de valeur du sujet auquel ce travail a été appliqué.
$4 QEEY TIKE] 811N ATENS Y R0 00 U1 K0S 5500
Obgleich der Manufakturist {der Manufakturarbeiter} seinen Lohn von seinem Meister vorgeschos-

sen erhdlt, kostet er diesen doch in Wirklichkeit nichts, da in der Regel der Wert dieses Lohns,



zusammen mit einem Profit, festgehalten (reserved) wird in dem vermehrten Wert des Gegenstands,

auf den seine Arbeit verwandt worden.

AP OmAQ<Manufacturer>Q N A0S 510 UQHEQ R QIEKH” <One who employs ‘workmen
for manufacturing: the owner of manufactory>" 4&.Q40 MREEKMH | Vi810° UQEXUQER VO VIER LY #
DALY 50QE | HIENARWS LA« 8 1~ Q TRUERHK] - Political Discourses) £0Q7 [REH L
RO EE< QREN JT NoW 5@ ] (A manufacturer reckons upon the labour of his servants) -~ 5 {4Q
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Here are a set of manufacturers or marchants, we shall suppose, who have received returns of
gold and silver for goods which they sent to CaDiz. They are thereby enabled to employ more
workmen than formerly, who nevever dream of demanding higher wages, but are glad of employ-
ment from such good paymasters (Writing on Economics, ed, by Eugene Rotwein, 1955, p. 38).
The workman has not the same employrnent from the manufacturer and merchant; though he
pays the same price for everything in the market (dbid., p. 40).

-I have been told, by a-considerable ‘manufacturer, that in thé-year 1740, -when ‘bread-and provisions

THMEE] ¥ L Ee<<manufacturer> Om_ms_m [V 1y
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of all kinds were very dear, his workmen not only made a shift to live, but paid debts, which they

had contracted in former years, that were much more favourable and abundant (ibid., p. 85, n.).

The manufacturer who employs him [=the weaver], iwill not give him more: Neither can he,
because the merchant, who exports the cloth, cannot raise its price, being limited by the price which
it yields in foreign markets (ibid., p.87).
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44—

The bulk of every state may be divided into husbandmen and manufacturers. The fomer are em-
ployed in the culture of the land; the latter work up the materials furnished by the former, into

all the commodities which are necessary or ornamental to human life (ébéd., p. 5).

1 QIR Q <manufacturer>" [#{#K&EHie] (husbandman) M {540 [RiliKk (=HIK gl & Hike
1Q° Qe n) s

FREHH] v MREH] AR VEv" <manufacturer> A 50 EDOYRQ-2 VN |
AR 500 Ware®

WON" SHPKNLATRRONY SEELMOS1Q°
Exorbitant taxes, like extreme necessity, destroy industry, by producing despair; and even before

they reach this pitch, they raise the wages of the labourer and manufacturer, and heighten the price
of all commodities (ibid., p. 85, n.).
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The manufacturer, however, though he had been allowed to keep a shop, and to sell his own
goods by retail, could not have undersold the common shopkeeper. Whatever part of his capital he
might have placed in his shop, he must have withdrawn it from his manufacture. In order to carry
on his business on a level with that of other people, as he must have had the profit of a manu-
facturer on the one part, so he must have had that of a shopkeeper upon the other.
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‘Thirdly, of the materials, whether altogether rude, or more or less manufactured, of cloaths,
furniture, and building, which are not yet made up into any of those three shapes, but which remain
in the hands of the growers, the manufacturers, the mercers and drapers, the timber-merchants,
the carpenters and joiners, the brickmakers, &c.
. Fourthly, and 1lastly, of the work which is made up and compleated, but which is still in the
hands of the merchant or manufacturer, and not yet disposed of or distributed to the proper
consumers; such as the finished work which we frequently find ready-made in the shops of the
smith, the cabinet-maker, the goldsmith, the jeweller, the china-merchant, &c.
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Fourthly, farmers and country labourers can no more augment, without parsimony, the real reve- -



nue, the annual produce of the land and labour of their society, than artificers, manufacturers and

merchants.
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It cannot be very difficult to determine who have been the contrivers of this whole mercantile

i

system; not the consumers, we may believe, whose mbaﬁ.oﬂn has been entirely neglected; but the
producers whose interest has been so carefully attended to; and among n.Ew latter class our mer—
- chants and manufacturers have been by far the principal architects. In the mercantile regulations,
which have been taken notice of in this chapter, the interest of our manufacturers has been most
peculiarly attended to; and the interest, not so much of the consumers, as that of some other sets

-~ of 'producers, has been sacrificed to it.
M) @ Lmanufacturer>4 KK » M=K ILHK VLK ﬂﬂhﬁ%#ﬁ AEIOVARE KERHERYS ERE
&)

LQ%0.Q% ﬁkﬂ%&.&%iﬂ; AR Re° R QEKI S -2 & v DV’ g iC%\X:\XwME@L&a.@A&%AﬂﬁwAK
TSR] M 48t <manufacturer> QTN O 5\ |2



MR R (1 KR<LED BN

il % Y <manufacturerS A S IEENE O 1V 5108 N Sa U P80° RSN UQ MNEEHEERY OSVE
R QO K m K ME< VRN VR QBN KO RISV e I N R | IO HIKOY S
1Q° 1 QLR ELODY 1) §<Lmanufacturers Q 047 —.ﬁﬂﬁmﬂxﬁg (great manufacturer) &5 K&
%_Aﬂ (great master manufacturer) Y48 O &I Q QUL U/ &7 1) Q<manufacturer> R
WS O REMEHEZOR O VA LU0 S YR RVOVEHEY QN0 SR 807 Ko K BEDH QR
PKQHONRY Y 510R_0R0°
Our woollen manufacturers have been more successful than any other class of workmen, in per—
suading the legislature that the prosperity of the nation depended upon the the success and exten-
sion of their particular business. They have not only obtained a monopoly against the consumers
by an absolute prohibition of importing woollen cloths from any foreign country; but they have
likewise obtained another monopoly against the sheep farmers and growers of wool, by a similar
prohibition of the exportatation of live sheep and wool. The severity of many of the laws which
have been enacted for the security of the revenue is very justly complained of, as imposing heavy
penalties upon actions which antecedent to the statutes that declared them to be crimes, had always
been understood to be innocent. But the cruellest of our revenue laws, I will venture to affirm, are mild
and gentle, in comparison of some of those which the clamour of our merchants and manufacturers
has extorted from the legislature, for the support of their own absurd and oppressive monopolies.
Like the laws of Draco, these laws may be said to be all written in blood.
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