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Development of “Anime-de Nihongo” Japanese Learning Activities with Anime
- Examples from the Classes for Young JAL Learners -

YAZAKI, Mitsuo

According to a recent study (2009) of the Japan Foundation, among the over-
seas Japanese as additional language (JAL) learners, over 60% of the JAL learners
are young students at the elementary and secondary education levels. The study
also points out that the “low motivation of these young learners” is considered as
one of the key issues in their JAL learning trajectories.

In light of the rapid development of global Japanese education, this paper
contends that it is significant to motivate these young learners. By utilizing
Japanese Anime which has gained increasing high popularity among young JAL
learners abroad, I proposed a new Japanese teaching strategy, namely, “Anime-
de Nihongo”. (This approach was discussed in detail in my 2009 account on The
development of Japanese Learning Activities with Anime, which is called “Anime-
de Nihongo” - Applying the teaching strategies of “Animacién’-.)

This paper draws on an ethnographic research survey based on the feedback
from the teachers and the learners in the JAL classes in Japan which have inte-
grated the “Anime-de Nihongo” activity strategies. This study suggests positive
feedback from the learners and teachers, particularly as an effective learning tool
that helps the JAL learners be motivated to learn Japanese. Most importantly,
the voices from these practical classes provided essential evidence for the adapt-
ability and expandability of the “Anime-de Nihongo” approach in using Anime for
JAL education.



