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Existential Sentence in the Japanese Materials
for Chinese Speakers
—Focusing on Chinese ‘RI(Li)’ and Japanese ‘NAKA'—

ANNO, Kyoko

This paper introduces a problem and a proposal for improvement with regards to the
presentation of a positional noun in the forthcoming book, “Experience Japanese Language.”
The Chinese word “li” is very abstract and its grade of grammaticalization is high.

However, the Japanese word “naka” expresses the idea of “inside” on the premise that
there is an “outside”, and it’s contrastive nature is strong and concrete.

While a “li” is used widely, it can be said that usage of “naka” is limited.

In the case of Chinese speakers studying Japanese in China, and nonnative Japanese
teachers teaching the Japanese language, they should understand that students misuse Japa-
nese “naka” due to native language interference, and should conduct classroom activities
accordingly.



