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Essay Teaching for Japanese Language Learners at Beginning and
Lower-Intermediate Levels
— On the Basis of Error Analysis of Learner’s Written Compositions —

Harasawa, Itsuo

The paper discusses effective teaching methods in composition classes for
Japanese language learners at the beginning and lower-intermediate levels. The author
collected 33 writing essays of Japanese learners and analyzed 290 errors found in the
essays. The survey shows us that 60 % of the errors are related to a lack of knowledge
of the Japanese basic structure in which “Bunkei”, the combination of case markers
and the predicate is essential. While in Japanese composition classes teachers are
usually concerned more about lexical expressions, the survey teaches us the
importance of grammatical knowledge for producing sentences. Therefore, it is
recommended that in writing classes teachers emphasize the structure of Japanese
language as well as lexical expressions, thus enébling learners to produce
grammatically correct sentences.



