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TheVicarofWakefield andBenevolence

Mika SUZUKI

Althoughitis a distortion，01iver Goldsmith（1730？－74）was and has

beenknownasalesserJohnson，afiguretobeeclipsedbySamuelJohnson

（1709－1784）orapersontoillustrateJohnson，sgreatness．Goldsmithhimself

acutelyknewthecomparisonandamongothers，JamesBoswellmadefunof

it．InhisJburnalof’anurto月もbridesBoswellsneeringlyrecordsGoldsmith，s

humiliationasくagoodstoryofDr．Goldsmith’．Rev．GeorgeGrahamspoke

toくDoctor’■andGoldsmithanswered．TothisresponseGrahamsaid：くN0，．．．

くtisnotyouImean，Dr．Minor；くtisDoctorMajor，there．，ThuscalledastDr

Minor’againstJohnson as Dr Major，Goldsmith“afterwards spoke ofit

himself．‘Graham，（Said he，）is a fellow to make one commit suicide．，：”l

Johnson’soverwhelmingcalibrein瓜uencedhispsychologyinvariousways，

forbetterorworseinsteeringhisliterarycareer．Itmusthavebeenoverall

beneficial，WhileitpresentsGoldsmith，splace・SOmeWhatpathetic．2

Whatmakeshislifestillmorepatheticishisthwartedambitions．He

aspiredtobeaphysician．Unfortunatelyhefailedtotakeamedicaldegree

atEdinburgh；くDoctor’wasthecourtesytitle．HeaspiredtogotoMadrasas

a physicianand surgeon，investing some money．He failed to meet the

requirementstogetalicense・3Laterinhisliterarylife，heaspiredtoeditan

1808ぴeggも工的0rJbん那07171咽efんerWよと九月0gWeJgなあαr71αgOrα7b沈rわfんe月白みr孟degα几dゐん那OJ乙も

DiaTTOFaJourneyintoNorth Walesed．GeorgeBirkbeckHillandL．F．Powellvol．V（0Ⅹford：at

theClarendonPress，1964），p．97．

2JohnsonhelpedGoldsmithi＿nVariousways；forexample，themanuSCriptof7ⅥeVicarofWakefYeld

WaSSOldbyJohnsontomakesomemoneyforGoldsmithinpenury；Johnsonissaidtohavehelped

himinfinishinghismajorpoems；JohnsoncomposedaGreekepitaphforhimafterhisdeath．

3JohnGinger，TheNotableMan：TheLifband71iTneSOfOliverGoldsTnith（London：HamishHamilton，

1977），pp．106－7，111－12．
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encyclopaedia（wasthishisambitiontosquarewithJohnson’sdictionary？）．

Hisplanwasstar－Studded‥Johnsonwritingonethics，SirJoshuaReyI101ds

Onpainting，CharlesBurneyonmusic，andDavidGarrickonthetheatre．If

hisplanhadbeenrealized，itwould，nOtOnlyhaveenlightenedthecontemporary

purchaserofthebook，butalsoilluminate，Onbehalfofstudentstoday，the

intellectual world of the prominent menin their fields as well as

eighteenth－CenturyartSandculture．4Thusevenacursorylookathislife

SuggeStS，ifputtingasidethecomparisonwithJohnson，pathosandfrustration．

Evenafterhissuccessinliterature，itdidnotmakehislifeeasy．Hewasnot

aworldly－Wisekindofmanwhomanagedthingstohisbestconvenience．A

GoldsmithbyJohnHawkinsgoeslikethis：Goldsmithtoldthe‾Earl（1ater

Duke）ofNorthumberlandthathepreferredbooksellerstodependenceon

thearistocraticpatron．Consideringthewriters’Struggleinthetransition

Ofproductionofliterature，thissoundslikeaveryhigh－mindedstatementof

amodernwriter．However，theheroicrefusalofbenefitinspiredinHawkins

notadmirationbutpityforhisnaivety．

Johnsonsummeduphisdistresswhenhedied：

Hediedofa＿fever，made，Iamafraid，mOreViolentbyuneasinessofmind．

Hisdebtsbegantobeheavy，andallhisresourceswereexhausted．Sir

Joshuaisofopinionthatheowednotlessthan－tWOthousandpounds．

Herecordsthemiserablestateofawriteroppressedbydebts，Johnson，Who

didmuchto elevatethestatus・Ofwriters，didnotforget to add one more

sentencetothisreport：くWaseverpoetsotrustedbefore？，5so，hementions

boththewriter’S丘nancialdistressandthecreditGoldsmithenjoyed．Yes，

Goldsmithwasfavouredwithcon丘denceworthくnotlessthantwothousand

pounds’．Though his aspiration for a medicalcareer was frustrated，his

achievementinliteraturewasconsiderable，bringinghimfame，patrOnage，

4TheEarわ′JouT・nalsandLetteT・SOfPbTmyBurney，VOlI，ed．LarsE．Troide（0Ⅹford：Clarendon

Press，1988），p．271．CharlesBurneyactuallywrotehispartandletGarrickreadit．

5TheLeuersoFSamuele70hnson，ed．BruceRedford，ⅠⅠ（Princeton：PrincetonUniversityPress，1992），

p．146
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andsome money．6Itis beyond question that he deployed remarkable

VerSatilityinavarietyofliterarygenres：pOetry，eSSay，nOVel，biography，and

play．7

However，aSfarashisnovelisconcerned，Goldsmith’splaceisrather

problematic．Itcanbesurmisedbytheapologetictoneoftheeditorofarecent

popular edition of The VicarofWakefield（first publishedin1766），Who

attempts to justify the awkwardness of Goldsmith’s techniquesin novel

writing．8Hepointsout，forexample，thatthewriterdoesnotmanagethe

digressionswell；theimprobableplotrequirestoomanycoincidencestomake

upthedenouement．Itderives，Ofcourse，・nOtfromthemisund．erstandingof

theeditor，ArthurFriedman，butfromhissympatheticdefenceofGoldsmith．

Althoughthe authorhimselfbeginshisadvertisementwithtTherearean

hundredfaultsinthisThing’，theintroductiontothiseditionadmitsthe

techlicalfaultsofhiswritingtooreadily，1eadingthereadereventowonderwhy

SuChaflawedstoryisworthreading．Afterreadingthetext，Friedman’s

intentioncanbeunderstoodasaninvitationtothereadertofeelthepleasureof

reading Goldsmith and overwhelm the dissatisfaction caused by the

imperfections，bymeansofforetellingthereaderwhatfaultscriticisrphas

foundinit．

Writersandcriticshavetriedtointerpretandexplainwhythisfault－

ladenstory gives such a pleasure of reading．HenryJames admiredits

tamiability’．GoethejuxtaposedGoldsmithwithSterneinanalyzingwhathad

framedhisviewoflife；forhim，theyrepresentedthigh，benevolentirony’：

Thishigh，benevolentirony，thisjustandcomprehensivewayofviewing

6TheTT・auelleTi1764）earnedhimLordClare，spatronage；hewasoneoftheoriginalmembersofthe

Club，aSelectgroupoftheculturallyprominent．

7Goldsmith，spoeticalworksincludeneTT・aUeller（1764）andneDesertedⅥllage（1770）；hewrote

for Smollet’s CriticalRevieu7；he wrote biographies of Voltaire and Richard Nash；his She

Stoqps to ConqueT・wasasuccessat CoventGarden．SamuelH．Woods，Jr．reviews Goldsmith

SCholarship，beginningwiththedimcultiesscholarsface：Subtletyandcomplexityofhisworks，

biased biographicalinformation，and his versatilit少　to stride over various genres（’The

Goldsmith”Problem”’，StudiesinBurkeandHisTime19［1978］：47－60）．

8ArthurFriedman，sintroductionto neⅥcaroFWak（ポeld（0Ⅹford：0ⅩfordUniversityPress，

1981），Vii－ⅩVii．
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things，thisgentlenesstoallopposition，thisequanimityunderevery

Change，andwhateverelseallthekindredvirtuesmaybetermed，－SuCh

thingswereamostadmirabletrainingforme，andsutely，thesearethe

Sentiments，Whichintheendleadusbackfromallthemistakenpathsof

life．9

ThedegreeofsincerityandironyinGoldsmith，slanguagehasalwaysbeen

thequ6stion．Hopkinsin TVLe77・ueGeniusqfOliverGoldsmitharguedthe

StOryisconsistentlysatiric．Findinghisemphasisonsatiretoothorough，

MartinBattestinsearchedforadifferentreading，reCOgnizingsatiricforceto

acertainextent，nOtSOCOmprehensive．Showingacarefu1parallelbetween

Goldsmith’s story and the Book ofJob，Battestin found Goldsmith，s

SOphisticatedtechniquetofabricateacomedythatinvoIvestheassertionof

religiousconperns．JamesLehmannquestionedthedegreeofsincerityinthe

Jobanalogy．HebroughttolightGoldsmith，Shandlingofthenewwayof

readingthescripture．10

ThomasPrestonalsoplacesthe丘ctioninconversationwithreligious

discourse，regardingit asくa kind of mock moral apologetic or comic

antiparableabout the downside offollowing a Christian morallife，．11

Analyzingthedescription＿Ofthegapbetweenthereligiousidealandthe

human reality derivingfrom Goldsmith，S view of the‾fallibility and

imperfectionofhumannature，Prestonarguesthatthevicar，sstorycontests

andsubvertsthecommonplacereligiousmoraldiscourseand，further，the

Optimisticviewofpossibilityinhumanmoralachievement：

Thevicar’sstoryisnot，then，aparableabouttheeaseoftheChristian

9G．S．Rousseaued．，Goldsmith：meCriticalHeritage（London：Routledge＆KeganPaul，1974），

・pp．68，278．

10MartinC．Battestin，neProuideTWeOFWit：A叩eCtSOfFbrminAugustanLiteratureandtheArts

（0ⅩfordattheClarendonPress，1974），pp．193－214；JamesH．Lehmann，tneⅥcarofⅥbkefield：

Goldsmith’sSublime，OrientalJob’，inOliveT・GoldsTnithed．HaroldBloom（NewYork：Chelsea

House・，1987），73－89．

11■ThomasR．Preston，くMoralSpinDoctoring，Delusion，andChance：Wake丘eld，sVicarWritesan

EnlightenmentParable’，neAgeofJohnson：AScholaTiyATmualed．Paul．J．KorshinandJack

Lynch，11（2000）：237－81；thisquotationisfromp．238．
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morallifeandthelikelyinterpositionofProvidencetorelievedistressed

Virtue，butaboutthefailuresoftheChristianmorallife，itsoccasional

moralandworldlybutalwaysde丘cienttriumphs，itsendlessdeferralof

moralandspiritualperfectiohandthealwaysimpendingrewardformoral

Striving，hatdlyanendorsementofEnlightenmentmoralprogress．12

ThestoryistoldbytheVicarofWakefield，DoctorPrimrose．Hebegins

Withhismisfortuneoflosinghisfortune．Hisfamily，mOVingtoarentedfarm，

meet a Mr Burchell，Whois benevolent though somewhat mysterious．

Anothernewacquaintance，MrThornhill，theirlandlord，quicklycurries

favourwithhiswifeandoneofhisdaughters，01ivia，Withhissuavemanners．

He turns out to be，quite expectedly，base，unprincipled and dissolute．

Meanwhile the familyis attacked by misfortune after misfortune：their

daughter’s disappearance just before‾her planned marriage，afire，an

abductionoftheseconddaughter，thedetentioninthedebtor，sprison，etC．

Thewickednessoftheirlandlordaddstotheiraffliction．

Thereaderexpectsth占virtuousvicarwillberelievedsomehoworother．

Goingforward，・thereadercomestobesuspiciousofhisreliefinthisworld，

astheexpectationofhishappinessisdiscouragedagainandagain．Indeed，

hismisfortunesucceedsoneanother，makingthereaderforeseeyetanother

misfortunelyingahead・Thereaderisattheendsurprisedtoseeallissuddenly

Changedtomakethevicarhappyinthisworld．Towardstheend，theeccentric

and kind Mr Burchell turns out to be Sir William Thornhill，Squire

Thornhill’suncle，Whoworksasdeusexmachina．

Raymond Hilliard argues that thisfiction describes the trouble and

affliction ofapaterfamiliasplacedinadifBcultpositioninthe changing

relationshipsinafamilyintheeighteenthcentury．Thetensionbetween

authoritativepatrimonyandくaffectiveindividualism’founddescriptions■in

novelswithsuchthemesasdiscordanceinafamily，eSpeCiallythedaughter，s

dilemmainherchoicebetween丘1ialobedience andpersonalattachment．

TheanxietiesoffatherhoodarefocusedonintheGoldsmith，Sworkasthe

12preston，pp．273－74．

－215－



Vicar behavesineffectually andinconsistently．The vicar’s first－PerSOn

narrativeisaskilfu11ychosenmethodoftellingthedistressedmindofafather

inafamily．13

DavidMurray，sanalysisalsohighlightsfatherhodd．Inhisargument，

Withthegeneraltendencyofprivatepersonalityinvadingthepublicrealm，

the father’s role changed　from an authority based on the property

transactions（apatrimonial father）to an emotional and ethicalstay（a

paternalisticfather）．Followingthispattetn，inMurray，sreadingDrPrimrose

transfigureshimselffromapatrimonialpaterfamiliastoapaternalisticfather

throughthemisfortunes．・14Althoughthestorycanbeplacedinthealteration

Ofpatrimony，Phisclaimofthevicar’sestablishinghimselfasapaternalistic

fatherlyfigureisunconvincing．Murray’sgroundoffindinganewpaternal

roleinDrPrimroseliesinthevicar’sroleinhisprisonreform，insteadofhis

roleinhisfamily．AquestionremainsifDrPrimrosebecomesaffectionate

enoughtojustifythechangeinhisattitudetowardhis‾familymembers．

Ratherthanbringingintofocusthefatherhoodorrelationshipwithina

family，my reading focuses on virtuesin society．My emphasisis on

Goldsmith’sattempttodescribeabenevolentmanlyherowhoiswithoutthe

S＿entimentaltears．Although thevirtuous heroines，SuCh as Pamela and

Clarissa，eXpreSSing themselvesinthefirst person，aChieved remarkable

successes，eVen Richardson could not make his worthy hero Sir Charles

GrandisonaspopularasPamelaorClarissa．Pamelatoacertainextentand

Clarissacoulddoit，Winningthereaders’sympathyandadmiration，butas

Bloomputsit，くNooneproclaimshisownvirtueswithoutalienatingus，and

noonereciteshisownsufferingswithoutembarrassingus．，15Inthefictional

worldatleast，aVirtuousheroinecouldappealtothereader，Whileanupright

man・Ofvirtuehadsome dif丘culties．

Intheliterary domain．inthemid－eighteenthcentury，the association

13RaymondF．Hilliard，＜TheRedemptionofFatherhoodinTheVicarqfWakqFeld，，且EL23（1983）：

465－80．Harold Bloom regardやd this Choice of the narrator as tsingular audacity’in the

Introductionto Olit）erGoldsTnithed．HaroldBloom（NewYork：ChelseaHouse，1987），3．

14DavidAaronMurray，tFrom Patrimonyto Paternityin neⅥcaT・Of馳hefie14Eなhteenth－

Ce乃払ツ都cfo托9（1997）：327－36，銭p．329－32．

15Bloom，p．3．
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between women and virtues was promoted and reinforced．＿　In his

examinatiohof the cult of sensibilityin the eighteenth centuryゝ　G．J．－

Barker－Benfield spotlights the connection between material changesin

SOCietysuchastheriseofconsumerismandtherestructuringoffeelingsand

mannersconductedbywomen’sconsciousness．FollowingNorbertElias’s

Visionofwomen’sreformationofmen’smannersinthecivi1izingprocess，he

emphasizeswomen’sroleindefiningthecultureandalsoitsambivalentlegacy

towomen・16　Drawingonwiderangeofliterature．andvariouskindsof

Writings，thisstudyrevealsthe centralrole ofwomenandfeminizationof

Culture；instead of somewhat barbaric masculinity，the distressed but

Virtuousfemininitywasinfashion．

Consideringthis，Goldsmith’Sendeavourisasdauntingandambitious

ashisenterpriseoftheabortedencyclopaedia．ItisbecauseGoldsmithtries

toresistthefeminizationofheroes，andfurthermoreresistthefeminization

Ofvirtuesbycreatingacomposedherowhowritesabouthisownsufferings

inthefirst－perSOnnarrative，makingparallelwiththecelebratedheroines．

Thechoiceofthevicarasthenarratorcau＄eSannOyanCetOSOme，butitis

acalculatedchallenge．

InGoldsmith’stext，くsensibility’，Whichwassomuchinfashionduring

histime，appearSOnlyfourtimes．17whenhedescribesMissArabellaWilmot，

WhowasabouttomarrシGeorgePrimrosebutseparatedfortheunfortunate

tufnoffortuneinPrimrosefamily，heusesthewordtwice：Shehas（anhappy

sensibilityoflook’andくtoomuchsensibility，．18sirWilliam，ssusceptibility

to the unfortunatein his youthis described asinfluenced byくa sickly

SenSibilityofthemiseriesofothers’inadetachedanalysisbyMrBurchell．

Anotherくsensibility’isreferredtointheprisonscene，butitisnotusedto

describe DrPrimrose．

Notonlysentimentalheroinesbutheroesoffeelingareinundatedwith

16G．J．Barker－Benfield，771eCutureof’Sensibility：SexandSocieわ′inEighteenth－CentulTBritain

（ChicagoandLondon：theUniversityofChicagoPress，1992），eSp．pp．79－83，287－89．

17IdependontEighteenthTCenturyFiction，CD－ROMincountingthefrequencyofthisword
andthefollowingfewwords．

187‰ⅥCαrOr批点所eJd，pp．14，100．
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tears，but the vicaris not．‾｛A tear’orくtears’，appearing eighteen times

together，arenOtShedbythevicar．Hiswife，01ivia，andSophiaareeasily

affbctedandhelplessintears．ThepeoplesurroundingDrPrimrose，nOtOnly

thefemalepart ofhisfamily，areintears，butthevicarisnot．The most

tellingscenetoillustratethevicar’suniqueneSsisinchapter17，Wherethe

topicis Olivia’sdisappearancejustbeforeherplannedmarriagetofarmer

Williams．The wifeis molested and upset，くwho could scarce speak for

weeping，．19Thevicar■reachesforpistoIs．Insteadofweepingorcryingin

inaction，heisquicklydeterminedtorevengeher．Hispassionofangeragainst

thevillainyoftheabductorissoviolentthathissontriestoappeasehim，

sayingthatくyourrageistooviolentandunbecoming．Youshouldbemy

mother’scomforter，andyouencreaseherpain．Itillsuitedyouandyour

reverend character thus to curse your greatest enemy：yOu Should not

hav？CurSthim，Villainasheis・，20

Inthisworkwomenareconspicuouslydegraded．Thevicarmarkedly

looksdownonwomen．Thoughheclaimsthattwelovedeachothertenderly，

and our fondness encreased as we grew old’，his wife does not seem to

deservehisaffections；hisclaimedfondnessforherisonlycondescending．

Inhis view women are those devoid ofintegrity because of their・pOOr

education．MentioningthathiswifetcouldreadanyEnglishbookwithout

muchspelling’，DrPrimroseregretfullytellsthereaderabouthiswife’spoor

tasteofinsistingoncallingtheir丘rstdaughterく01ivia’resultingfromher

fascinationwithromancesduringherpregnancyandoverrulingthevicar，s

intention to give her．the name of tGrissel，after her aunt．21when his

daughter，01ivia，isfascinatedbyMrThornhill’sattractivebutsuperficial

COnVerSation，thevicarremarks：tItisnotsurprisingthenthatsuchtalents

Shouldwintheafftctionsofagirl，Whobyeducationwastaughttovaluean

appearanceinherself，andconsequentlytosetavalueuponitinanother．，22

Womenaresuchthattheharmonyinthefamilyisnotsupportedbymutual

19mgⅥCαrO′Ⅵ匂ゐe／盲eJd，p．89．

207勤eⅥCαrO′Ⅵ七尾e匝Jd，p．88．

21meⅥCαrO′ⅥbゐeβeJd，pp．9，11．

22耶IeⅥeαrO′Ⅵ匂烏e匝gd，p．36－
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esteemandrespectamongitsmembers，butsustainedbyDrPrimrose．AIways

heisamanofrighteousnePS；hiswifeisameancowardwhoiseasily

OVerWhelmedby moneyand power，howeverimmoral andinhumaneits

holderis，Whetherfavouredorterrorised．FannyBurney，Whointheend

SObbedover the book，formed a negative response toit drawn by the

COntemptuOuSdescriptionofwomen．Her overallassessmentis：tThereis

butverylittlestory，theplotisthin，theincidentsveryrare，thesentiments

uncommon，thevicariscontented，humble，pious，Virtuous…．’Shebegan

toreadittwithdistaste＆disrelish，；Shecontinuesthat＜thebeginningofit，

even disgustedme”he mentionshiswife withsuchindifftrence一一SuCh

contempt…．，23Theidyllichappinessofthefami1yatthebeginningandthe

Vicar’sfortitudethroughhismisfortuneswouldnothavebeenundermined

byasupportivevirtuouswife，WhowouldnothavealienatedBurneyfrom

a more sympathetic reading，but Goldsmith chose to describe a man’s

isolatedbattle．Womenare，forhiminthiswork，afoiltothevicar，svirtues．

Among man’s virtues，benevolenceis repeatedly underscored．The

WOrdくbenevolence’appears eleven timesin the text，mOStlyin crucial

moments．It represents the quality shared by the vicar and Sir William

Thornhill（alias Mr Burchell）．Dr Primroseis a per占On who has won

respectandgratitudeamongthepoor．Becauseofhischaritabledeeds，the

Vicarispopular amongthepoor；WhenhehastoleaveWakefieldforthe

unluckyloss of his fortune，tthe poor，Who followed us for some miles，

contributedtoencrease，thefamily，sapprehensionfortheirfuture．24　The

vicarhasheardofSirWilliamastamanofconsummatebenevolence，．Inhis

reply to ths admiration，Mr Burchell self－Critically assesses his former

behaviour：くSomething，perhaps，tO〇・muCh s0，．．．atleast he carried

benevolencetoanexcesswhenyoung；forhispassions．．．ledituptoaromantic

extreme・，25whatdrawsPrimroseandMrBurchelltogetherwhentheybrst

meetistheissueofbenevolence．Burchell，Whopaidforanoldsoldier，nOW

WantSmOney．Onknowingthedistressofthekindman，DrPrimroseoffers

23mgβαrわ・ゐ捉r花αねα花dエeffe柑O fb花花γβαr乃eγ，pp．12，13．

24meⅥCαrO′肋烏所egd，p．18．

25ァ九gⅥCαrOrWα烏e仲J魂p．20．
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hismoneytoBurchell，Whoappreciateshisgoodnessbysaying，くItakeit

Withallmyheart，Sir，．．．andamgladthatalateoversightingivingwhat

moneyIhadaboutme，hasshewnmethattherearestillsomem？nlikeyou・，26

Inaddition，Whenintroducinganddescribingothercharactersandevents，

benevolenceis the key concept，Whenthe authormentionsabookseller

（whosemodelisJohnNewberry），h？isintroducedas tthe philanthfopic

booksellerin St．Paul’s church－yard，，andasくthefriendofallmankind，．27

George，OneOfPrimrose’ssons，aSksforanobleman’Spatronage，buttherich

aristocratisinundatedwithpetitions ofthepoorandheisunsuccessful．

George’Sexperienceillustratestheslynessofthepetitionersaswellastheir

difnculties・28ThevillainousThornhill，beforehischaracterisfullyrevealed，

Claimshisownbenevolentnature：＜Idesirenootherrewardbutthep16asure

Ofhavingservedmy‾friend’．291ncontrastwiththerich，scallousbehaviour，

theLkindnessofthesimpleandhonestneighbourafterthedisastrousfireis

appreciatedas＜untutoredbenevolence，．30

As Carolyh Williams examinesin her paper，benevolence was

principallyconcernedwithadultmales，mOStlywel1－0ffandwell－educated

men．3lwhilebenevolencehasbeenanalyzedaspart■ofpoliticalmanoeuvre

bythe privilegedforthepurpose ofmaintainingthe status quo，it・WaS

referr－edtointhe context of・pOliticsas wellasreligion．Benevolenceis

representedasamanlyvirtuein ne軸ectatoTlfirstpublishedin1711and

VerypOpularthroughthecentury．For‾example，itisavirtueexpectedto

WOrkinsolvingthepartystruggle：titshallbethe chiefTendencyofmy

Paperstoinspire my Countrymen with a Mutual Good－Will and

Benevolence．，32Benevolenceappearsinthediscussionofmanagementof

26mgⅥCαrOrⅥbゐe仲Jd，p．19．

277伽ⅥCαrOrⅥ旭丘所eJd，p．91．

287ⅥeⅥCαrO′l侮鳥e匝Jd，pp．108－9．

29mgⅥeαrOr勒た所eJd，p．118．

307伽ⅥCαrO／ⅥbゐeβeJ4p．127．

31carolynD・Williams，‘＝TheLuxuryofDoingGood，：Benevolence，Sensibihty，andtheRoyal

Humane Society”in Luasurein theEighteenth CentuTu ed．Roy Porterand Marie Mulvey

Roberts（London：Macmi11anPress，1996），78－9．

327‰軸ec払われNo．556（ⅠV501）
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politics：くHalfthe・MiseryofHumanLifemightbeextinguishedwouldMen

alleviatethegeneralCursetheylyeunder，bymutualOfficesofCompassion，

BenevolenceandHumanity．，33Itisasignificantcharacteristicof7ⅥeVicar

Of Wbkefield that benevolence，Withits masculine politicalcharge，nOt

SenSibilityortears，getSSuChanattention．

Thus，Goldsmith’spurposeinthisnovelis tocreateahero，different

fromothersentimentalheroes：aperSOnnOtdrownedintearsandalways

armedwithfortitudewhoisnotnumbedintoinactionbecauseoftoomuch

SenSibilitybutcantakeactioninadversity．Hereagain，Preston，sinsightful

and persuasive examination of77Le Vicar ofⅥ匂kefieldis usefulinits

interpretation；Goldsmith’s attemptis exploring how to achieve

benevolence within thelimitation ofimperfect human nature．The

SusCeptibilitytodeceptionandimprudenceofbothSirWilliamThornhill

andDrPrimrosecausedbytheirintentionofexercisingbenevolenceis

notdescribedtonoavailorforthoroughlysatiricpurpose，butitcanbe

understoodinthiscontext．Whatevertherealityinsociety，Goldsmith，S

SChemetoresistthefeminizationinfictionhadasignificantmeaning．
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