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As a novelist of conspiracy, Paul Auster has created a world as much
defined by language as by his theoretical and philosophical themes. Language
captures his materials by shaping and reshaping them into certain molds which
seem more scenario than actuality. Language is almost always “as if.” His
“world” is identifiable, clearly his. Through language, he has made it new:
the way in which circumstance turns lives around, the accident around the
corner; the disconnectedness of all activities, until they are linked or wrecked
by chance; the sense of dwindling resources — whether food, money, worldly
goods, dwellings; . . . (Karl, 97) ® '

Language is one point of definition, that deliberately flattened out
American English, colloquial, but firmly uncolored, so as to convey neutrality,

even withdrawal. The language implies a fear of commitment, or at least a
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hesitation. It retreats before feeling into questions of whether it connects
to objects or is nothing more than subjective rhetoric, the way it fails to cohere
to things, which remain beyond its reach. Alongside the problematical
language is the paradoxical desire to force communication, to make you see,
feel, hear what it is like to push language to its limits only to find it inadequate.
(Karl, 106)
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.. the individual is defined by his or her ability to make something last.
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Or else one is thrust to the edge of the abyss; and what was once wealth,
or goods, gradually dwindles to nothing. Nothing now is the mark of former
riches. The presence of such fears in the 1980s is surely a response to the
inflated sense the country had of itself, its failure to look beyond the edge,
and its disastrous inability to have contingency plans when the balloon burst.
{Karl, 106)
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Nashe did not have any definite plan. At most, the idea was to let himself
drift for a while, to travel around from place to place and see what happened.
He figured he would grow tired of it after a couple of months, and at that
point he would sit down and worry about what to do next. But two months
passed, and he still was not ready to give up. Little by little, he had fallen
in love with his new life of freedom and irresponsibility, and once that
happened, there were no longer any reasons to stop.

Speed was of the essence, the joy of sitting in the car and hurtling himself
forward through space. That became a good beyond all others, a hunger to
be fed at any price. ©
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