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Towards a change in teachers’ belief through lesson practices:

Utilizing “Operation Provoking Questions”
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abstract

The relationship between teachers' belief and lesson practice is highlighted in the educational
reform. However, empirical researches showed inconsistent results to the existence of this
relationship. In this research, a pair of junior high school science teachers designed lesson plans of
unit “lever” twice: before and after introduction of new teaching method “operation provoking
question”. Through the comparison of these two plans, an example of inconsistency between belief and
lesson practice was obtained. Follow up interview revealed that this inconsistency comes from
preemptive moves to avoid expected failures. Observation of lesson practice gave teachers a clear

impression that these preemptive moves are unnecessary.
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