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Bath andthe Care ofa－Poor．Woman

MikaSUZUKI

Bathre－eStablishedits・nameaSafashionablespa－intheeighteenth－

century．1Itsprosperitywaspartof’theEnglishurbanrenaissance’，aSPeter

Borsayputit，andstill，Bath’SrisewasconsplCuOuS．2Aboutahundredyears

frommid－SeVenteenth－CenturySaWaremarkableincreaseinpopulationfrom

l，500to6，000，eXCludingseasonalvisitors．3Bathwasanalternativeto

London，Wherethepowerfulcouldsteerandfindtheretinuetoexerttheir

influenceon．QueenAnne（1665－1714），Whoalwayssufferedfrompoorhealth

andwentthroughpregnanciesrealandfalse，VisitedBath，wi11inglyfollowing

herphysicians’adviceforherownhealthandherhusband’S．SheleftLondon

forBathwhenherCatholicstep－mOther，MaryofModena，gaVeCOntrOVerSial

birthtoasoninLondon．4WhentheDukeofMarlboroughwenttoBath

Seekingforcureafterthestrokes，hisentouragefollowedhimandSarah，

hisformidablewife；Shegovemedthere．Thesetwoinfluentialwomenwere

notalonein－theirpartialitytoBath．SamuelPepys（1633－1703），－Alexander

Pope（1688－1744），HenryFielding（1707－54），SamuelJohnson（1709－84），David

Garri－Ck（1717－79），EdmundBurke（1729－97），ElizabethMontagu（1720－1800），

T．R．Malthus（1766－1834），WalterScott（1711－1832）andJaneAusten（1775－1817），

amongothers，allenjoyedsocietythere．Pope，thatsicklygenius，atteStS

todisappointmentintheso－Calledpanaceaaswellaspeople’ssusceptibility

1LegendtellsthatBath’shotspringswereknownwellbeforetheRomansbuiltbathsinthe

firstcentury．

2PeterBorsay，7ⅥeEnglish th′banRenaissance：CultureandSocieかintheProvincial7buJn

1660－1770（0Ⅹford：ClarendonPress，1989）．

3Borsay，p．31．

4EdwardGregg，QueenAnne（NewHavenandLondon：YaleUniversityPress，2001［1980］），

pp．56－7，95－7，161－2．
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tobeliefinthecurebyBath’swater：lTheBathwastried afterallother

remedies，aSa■lastremedy，andthathasprovedtotallyineffectual：5

Thispaperexaminesacaseofthecareofanaglngliterarywomanin

Bath．Thoughshewas－adaughterofalieutenant、withwealthy・relatives，

Shewasleftimpoverishedandunmarried．Shehadlosth占rsiblingsand

ClosefriendsbeforesettlinginBathinhermid－forties．Thislonesomewoman

WithherlimitedincomemovedfromLondontoBathandsoughtcarethere

throughpersonalconnections．HernameisSarahFielding（1710－68），aSister

OfthenovelistHenryFielding，andshewasawriteronherown．She・WaS

bomatEastStour，Dorset，SpentherchildhoodinSalisburyilivedinLondon，

andsettledinBath．iIerlifeinBathisbetterdocumentedthanthatin

London．InherfictionshemladeuseofBath，andBristol・a畠well，anearby

healthresortwherepeoplevisitingBathusedtomakeanoptionaltrip．6Her

decisiontochooseBathas・herretreatwasnotbychancebuthadreasons．

The・・neXtSeCtionofthispapersurveySthetownofBath，followedbySarah

Fielding’Slaterlife■inBath．

A）TheprosperityofBath

Themakingofeighteenth－CenturyprOSperityofBathwasillustrated

by・fourfigures：BeauNash，theref）reSentativeoffashionablesociety，Ralph

Allen，Ofhospitalityandliteraryinterests，JohnWood，Ofarchitecture，

and■Willi‾am Olivet，Ofmedicine．7They allcontributed to makeBath

adegirableandrespectabletownofcomfortAndpleasure．Popetestifies

Bath’S■captivatingattractions：一…IhaveSlid，Ican’ttellhow，intoal1the

Amusements・OfthisPlace：MywholeDayis－Shar’dbythePump－Assemblies，

theWalks，theChocolatehouses，RafflingShops，Plays，Medleys，etC：8

5QuotedinMaynardMack，Ahzxander月坤e：aL々（NewHavenandLondon：YaleUniversity
Press，1985），p．．156．

6AlthoughtheactionsinDauidSimpleareconcentratedinLondon，SOmeOfthelettersin
fbmiliarLette73aredatedatBath．DavdSimple：VblumeiheLastgivesanexplanationthat

CynthiagoestoBathforherhealth．DellwynincludesscenesinBristol．

7IntroductionbyBrigitteMitchelltoLetiersjh）mBath1766－1767bytheRev．johnfセnYVSe

（Gloucester：AlanSutton，1983），p．7．
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Bathattractedthewealthy，thediseasedandthecultured，Offeringthem

mineralwater，doctors，gameS，CeremOnies，balls，Otherentertainmentsand

OppOrtunitiestogetacquaintedwithvariouspeople・Eventhehealthywanted

togotoBathforitspleasuresasDefoereportedthatBathwas－theresort

Ofthesoundratherthanthesickt・9Itwasaresorttownwherepleasureand

pain，lifeanddeath，menandwomen，theoldandtheyoung，meteaChother．

Itwastherealmofmedicine，一thearenaofdisplay－andthemarketplace

Ofthenubileandthefortune－hunters・TheMoseleys，elderlyandsick，Went

toBathin1745withtheironlydaughterElizabeth，Whowasseekingfor

asuitablehusbandwithamarriageportionof£5，000．ArthurCollier，Who

accordingtoHesterThraletaughtSarahFieldingtheclassics，WenttOBath
in1745，Whenhewasinagreatfinancialtrouble．Theymeteachotherin

thepublicroomsandwalks，andeventuallyexchangedapromisetomarry．

However，Shewithdrewassherealizedherparentswereagainstthematch．

AfterwardsArthursuedElizabethforunfulfilledmarriagecontract，Winning

hiscaseinthelowercourtandlosingintheCourtofArches．10

Forthosewhofavouredurbanflowofinformation，Bathdidnotlackin

COmmunicationfacilitiesandliterarystimuli．RalphAllen（1694－1764）and

JohnPalmerendeavouredtoensurequickandsafepostalservicenetworks，

especiallybetweenBathand．London．TheLondonpapersweredelivered

thereandBath，sownnewspaperswerelaunched；bookshopsincluding

Leake’S（hissistermarriedSamuelRichardson，Londonprinter，bookseller

andnovelist）wereverysuccessfulthere．ユ1Bathadoptedthecirculating

8772eCoγ柁ゆOndbnceQFAhZrander瑚e，ed．GeorgeSherbum（0Xford：0ⅩfordUniversityPress，

1956），VOl．1，p．260．

9QuotedinRoyPorter，EnglishSocie＆intheEighieenthCentu77（Harm？ndsworth‥Penguin，
1982），p．245．

10Forhisfinancialtrouble，SeeMartinC・BattestinandRutheR・Battestin，HenYyFielding：

AL的（London：Routledge，1989），pp．392－5；forhiscourtshipinBathseeLawrenceStone，

thu：eriainthmins：MdrriageinEngland1660－1753（0Xford：OxfordUniversityPress，1992），
pp．68－77．

11AlfredBarbeau，Li7bandLetteysatBathintheXV7HthCbntu77（London：WilliamHeinemann，

1904），p・57；N・S・Neale，Bath1680－1850：ASocialmsto770rAValleyqfPleasure，yetaSink

〆1niqu秒（London：Routledge＆KeganPaul，1981），pp．23－5．

ThebookshelvesofLeake，sincludedsomescandalousbooksandtheywerenotthoroughly

devotedtoseriousreading，butsermonsweredominant（Neale，pp．23－25）．
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1ibraryearlierthanLondon．12

Bathalsoinspiredliteraryminds．Itsconnectionwithliteratureabounds，

firstofall，insatiricalcomments．13Thoughthemasterofceremonyand

otherskeptcontrolofmoralstandardsandrespectabilitysufficientlyenough

tomakethetownattractive，itsfrivolityandfoiblesfelleasybuttofwriters：

HundredsofDames（whoneveroutofbreath，

Wou’dtalkanArmy，Singledout，tOdeath）

AtSense’sCost，dividetheirTimeandHearts

TwixtFashions，Scandal，Toys，Codrille，andSmarts・14

The Gods ofSilencefled

MODESTYretir’dwithred’ningFace

PRUDENCE dismist

OECONOMYwas hist．15

HereFolly’sprattlingtonguesproclaim

Whathate，Ordarlingragesupplies；

Ambitiontooinvokesfoulfame，

Andcowardmeannesswhisperslies！

Hereprostitutedfriendshipdwells－

12ThefirstcirculatinglibrarywasinEdinburgh．InBathacirculatinglibrarywasbegunin
1728andinLondon，1730．

13Bathprovidedsubjectsforverse，mOStlysatirical；SeeADesc車iiondBath：Amem（London：

J，Roberts，n，d，）；7滋eDiseasesqfBath：ASatiYtZ（London：J．Roberts，1737）；772eBathMiscelh17W：

jbrthenar1740（Bath：W．Jonesetal，1741）；BathAmem（London‥LongmanandShewell，

1748）；AmeticalAddnsstotheLadiesqfBath（Bath：RCruttwell，1775）；Bath：ZtsBeauiies，
andAmusements（Bath：W．Goldsmith，1777）；Bath，ASimile（London：T・Whieldon，1779）；

TheBellesqfBath：WithaSaii柁OnthePYeVailingmssion：andaModeljbrEmulation（Bath，

1782）．AmongavarietyofprosefictionsatiricallydealingwithBath，SeeSmollett，肋mPhPy
Clinker：Asfor＿fashionablesocietythere，SeeO・Goldsmith，771eLifbQfRichaYdNISh（London：

J．Newbery，1762）；LewisMelville，BaththiderBeauNdsh（London＝EveleighNash，1907）・As

fordescriptionswithanemphasisontheliteraryimportanceofBath，SeeJosephHunter，

TheConneciion〆Bath，u）iththeLiteYtltunandScience〆England（Bath：R・E・Peach，1853）；
G．Monkland，TheLitemtunandLitemiiqfBath（Bath‥R・E・Peach，1854）・

147Ⅵepgggα5g5〆βα玖p．16．

15月αfゐAPoe桝，p．29．
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Villainymaskedingaydecoy，

Whichdeeplyfraughtwithmagicspells

WithSmile－andsmile－buttodestroy．16

ForwritersBathwasaconvenientplacetoobserveCharactersandmake

Sketches：．Weshallfindthereatalltimes，Beautiesofallageswhocome

toshowofftheircharms，yOungGirlsandWidowsinquestofHusbands，

marriedWomenwhoseekSolaceforthehnpleasantOnestheypossess．．：17

ItflouriShedasaveryfashionablehealthandamusementresort，Whichwas

regardedasanepitomeoftheworld，Whereonecouldseeeverykindof

Character．18writersestablishedaliterarystereotypeofBathasavicious

Cityofpleasureforthoughtlesspeople．Itsconspicuousmaterialismprovided

aconvenientliterarytheme．LiterarypeoplecriticizedBath，declaringhow

loathsomeitsfashionableviceswere．InparticularwomenviSitingBathwere

easybuttsforridiculeonaccountoftheirsupposedlygiddywayoflife．

Nevertheless，WhilecriticizlngthevicesofBath，Writerswereattracted

tothecityandactuallynumerouswritersvisitedit，enJOylngitssocia11ife

anddescribingitspeople．SarahFieldingwasoneofthosewriterswho

Criticizedtheurbanmilieuandfrivolityandyetneverdetachedherself

COmpletelyfromurbansophistication；Shewasoneofthosewh－OChoseto

liveinBath．Shedidnotpreferlivinginaremoteprovinceorinthemiddle

Ofwildnature，butplacedherselfnotfarawayfromurbanlife．Bath

providedthesocietywithacentralpoint，Whereallcouldmeeteachother，

unlikeLondonwhichhadmultipleculturalmeetingpoints．Residencein

Bathenabledhertocallonandbevisitedbyotherliteraryfiguresincluding

ElizabethMontagu，SarahSd）tt（1723－95），andFrancesSheridan（172466）．19

16TheBelksqfBath：uJiihaSati7VOnthePYeuailingmssions：andaModeljbrEmulation（Bath，
1782），p．13．

17TheAbb6Pr6vost，’PouretContrd（1734）no．38，p．173，quOtedinBarbeau，p．80．

18Barbeau，Chap．IV；Neale，Chap．II；Borsay，Chaps．9andlO．Fordescriptionofprosperity

OfBath，Seeforexample，TobiasSmollett，7Ⅵe鋤ediiionqf肋mphrqyClinker（London：

J．M．Dent，1943），pp．32，36，37；JohnWood，ADescr砂tionqfBath（London：W．Bathhoe，1765），
p．446；MO293，MontagutotheDuchessofPortland，4Jan．1740（TheMontaguCollection，

TheHuntingtonLibrary）．

19AliciaLefanurecordsSheridanfrequentlyvisitedher（Memoi73qfiheL的andIγわtingsqf
肋．飯ncesSheridan［Londdn：F．andW．B．Whittaker，1824］，p．95）．

－119－



B）SarahFielding，slifbinBath

SarahFieldingdidnotliveacomfortablelifeespeciallyinherlateryears

aftershelosthersiblingsandintimatesbetwe▲en1750and1755．20－Her

Straitenedcircumstancesareillustrated byherborrowingfromSamuel

Richardson．21whenshedecidedtosettleinBathin1754，Shedidnothave

Sufficientresourcesandhadtoborrowtenguineasfromhim．22Although

Sheearnedsomemoneythroughherpublications，Shefounditdifficultto

repayhimherdebts．ShecountedonthesaleofDelluolnbuttherewaslittle

prospectofearningenoughtopayoffthedebts；ShewrotetoRichardson：

’Millar’sBill［forprinting］issohighthatIcannotcontriveitunlessit

COmeStOaSeCOndEdition’．23Unfortunately，itdidnotsellwellenoughto

justifyasecondedition．Indeed，Richardsonofferedanadditionalsupport．24

・AnotherbenefactorwasRalphAllen．SamuelDerrick，aMasterofthe

CeremoniesatBath，describedtheAllensas’theparentsoftheindustrious

poor，theprotectorsofthereallydistressed，andthenourishersofdepressed

geniug．25Allen，WhowasamodelforAllworthyin7bmJ）neSandwhose

virtdesarepraisedinSarahFielding，shmiliarLetters，issaidtohave

invited her to dinnerquite often at his residence at Prior Park and

Claverton．26InhmiliarLetteγS，Cynthiadescribesavirtuousandsociable

man and his wife（probably alludingto Allen and his tvife）and the

magnificenceandgrandeuroftheirhouseatasmalldistancefromwhere

20Hersisterswhodiedaround1750were：Catherinet17鴨－1750），Ursula（1709－1750），andBeatrice

（1714－1751）．HenryFieldingdiedin1754andJaneCollierin17540r1755．

21ThomasSeckeralsorecordedgivinghermoner（＿ThcAtLtObiogrtlPhyqfThomasSecker

AγChbishiPqfCa7uerbu77，ed．JohnS．Macaule）・andL．W．Greaves［Lawrence：University

OfKansasLibrarie声，1988］，p．49）．

22SeeFielding，HenryandSarah．771eCorTe坤0〃ゐJLTL！，’〟（7LD▼aJldSaYahFYekiing，ed．Martin

C．BattestinandCliveT．Probyn（Oxford：ClarendonPress，1993），pp．127，128nl，128，149．

AccordingtoPeach，ShesettledinBathasearl〉■aslT39tLhforicHbuses，II，p．32），butit

WaSin1750SthatshefinallysettledinBathandliヽ・edthereuntilherdeathin1768．

23BattestinandProbyn，Pp・149，150・
24SeeBattestinandProbyn，p．150andp．151．nl．

コ17．（ル′二ヾ什／●／／／・〃ノンい〃J／．／、ハ小′り∴（ソハ・ヾ／りこし’・げか．J山・ん止・リーん〟んJ川り・、／ノ／ル／／九71川／りゾ′ないllH／∫．

Bath（London：LDavisandC．Reymers，1767），pp．91－5．
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Shelodgedforherhealth：

IconfesstoyouIa血apttoimagine，WhereveragreatSuperiority

OfFortuneisveryapparent，thatIshal・1■betreatedwithaformal

Ceremony，andmadetofeelaRestraint，・Whichtakes awaythe

pleasureofallConversation．ButhowwasIsurprised！whentheLady

OfthisHousereceivedmewithagood－naturedFreedom，thatplainly

provedshewasinnocentofevenaThoughtthatmightoffendanother，

and neverharboured a Suspicion，that any one could have an

IntentionofdropplngaWOrd，thatmighttendin－themostdistant

Viewtohurther…AndtheGentlemanseemedtoenJOyhisFortune，

OnlyasitgayehimanOpportunityof・Servinghis・Acquaintanceand

beingbeneficenttoMankind．．．TheJoyandSerenitythatreignedin

theirCountenanceswasdiffusedthroughoutthehouse…．27

Hewasone■ofthemediatorsforSarahFieldingtosociallyandliterally

pr．ominentpeoplevisitingBath；hisguestsincludedAlexanderPope，

HenryFielding，SamtlelRichardson，DavidGarrick，LordChesterfield

（1694－1773），andRichardGraves（1715－1804，aClericandtheauthoro．f The

SPiritualQuixote）．28Butheseemstohavebeennomorethananoccasional

hostandbenefactortoher．Althoughhelefther£100whenhediedin1764，

ElizabethMontaguexpressedsomethingclosetoresentmentaboutthe

26¶Idined［atClaverton］morethanoncewithMrs．Fielding，theauthorof’DavidSimpld－

■TheCry’，andsomeotherworks；．．．Mr．AllenverygenerouslyallowedherLonehundred

poundsayear：SeeR．Graves，7Ⅵe7％馳ys（London：Lackington，1806），p．77．Pobe’spraise

SeemS■toberathermodest：．Letlow－born（inthesecondedition，一humblg）Allen，Withan

awkwardShame，／Dogoodbystealth■andblushtofinditFame：（OneThousandSeven

戯用か感の痛丁鋸ゆ戌夜毎1：135－36）．

27SarahFielding，hmiliarLetiers，I，pp．172・73．

28Peachtell岳thatSarahknewAllenearlierthanHenrydid（mstoricムbuseinBath，p．32；771e

Lifband77me〆Ra砂hAlkm（London：D．Nutt，1895），p．133）．BenjaminBoycefollowsPeach，

thoughadmittingthereisnodocumentarysupport・Hesuggeststhatitispossiblethatthe
Goulds，thefamilyfromwhichHenryandSarah’smothercame，knewAllenbefore，beCauSe

OneOfthemwasengagedinlawinBath（771eBenebolentMdn：ALifbqfRa砂hAllenQfBath

（Cambridge，Massachusetts‥甲arvardUniversityPress，1967），p・128）・Battestindeducesthat

Henry’sfriendshipwithAllenbeganin1741（HbmTFYelding，p．315）．
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sum．29ShethoughtAllenleftFieldinganundeservedlylowamountinhis

will：

ItwasagreatpityMrAllendidnotleavepoorMrsFieldingadecent

maintenanceforlife，SixtypOundsayearaddedtowhatsheenJOyS

hadmadeherhappy，forshelivesretiredbychoiceiButIknownot

howitisthatpeopleseldomusetheirlastopportunityto■dogood．30

ElizabethMontagusympathizedwithFieldinginherdifficulties，Sending

herwineandfood，andalsotryingtomakecontactonherbehalfwithher

halfbrother，SirJohnFielding（1721－1820），throughLordLyttelton（1709－73）．

Shealsoofferedanannuityoftenpounds－althoughwhat■Shethought

WOuldmakeherhappywassixtypoundsperyear－，WhichFieldihgdid

notenJOylong．31

Herliteraryactivitybroughthersomerewardincludingannuitiesand

hospitality，besidespaymentsbythepublishers，althoughtheincomedoes

notseemt■ohavebeenenoughforhertolivecomfortably．Herearning

patternmarksonephaseinthetransitionfromaristocratic（pers？hal）

pAttonagetocommercialdealingwithbooksellers：theco－eXistenceofolder，

intermediary，and new systems．■Shesoughtforpatronage，COllected

subscriptions，andsoldcopyrighttothepublishers．32shededicated The

29RalphAllen’Swillreads－Igivetothe3childrenofHenryFielding，eSqre，deceased，thesum

Of£100each，andtotheirAun．t，SarahFielding，Ⅰgivethesumof£100，Whichsaid41ast

namedlegaciesIwillbepaidin12monthsaftermydecease：TherewasalsoahlemOrandum

foraround1744and1745：1Anaccountofmymoneytobeapply’dto…Mrs．Fielding，」20㌧

SeePeach，771上的and77mes〆Ra砂hAllen，pp．236，1軍0；andalsoAustinDobson，AtPYior

Alrkandother月坤e73（London：HumphreyMilford＆0ⅩfordUniversityPress，1925），p．28；

Boyce，TheBenevohmtMdn，pp．128，159，172，243，247，270．
30MO3155，MontagutoCarter，10ct．［1765］

31SirJohnFieldinghelpedSarahFieldingtobuyacottageatWalcotin1760，butwhenshe

WaSdying，ShereceivednoassistanCefromhim．Montagu’scareforSarahFieldingisrecorded

inthelettersbetw？enherandScott：MO5292，MO5821，MO5829，MO5832，MO5834，MO
5319，MO5856，．MO5872．ShewritestoSarahScbttaboutanannuity：一MrsFieldingisto

receivetpnpoundsfrommealwaysatthisSeason，ifmorebenecessaryyouwilladvance

it＆Iwillpay一（probablyDec．1767）and．IwillassistinmakingherabletolieatHitcham

bydoublingortreblingyetenpdperann■（MO5872，MO5879）．

32SeeTurner，Livingbythefセn，pp．102－16，119－21，122－23．
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GovernesstoMrsPoyntz（－1771），Whowascloselyconnectedwiththecourt

andCle（ゆatmandOctaviatoCountessPomfret（1698－1761）．33Bothofthem

Subscribedtohertranslation，butneitherbecameherchiefpatroness．

Among her books，FbmiliarLetters，Cleopat771and Octavia，and the

translationofXenophon’S（C．428－C．354B．C．）MemoirsqfSocrateswere

published by subscription．34Sarah Fielding’s own relatives，Allen，s

COnneCtions，andJamesHarris’shelpedtoincreasesubscribers．Andrew

Millarpublishedforher，DavdSimp毎EbmilhlrLetteYS，771eGouemess，Dauid

SimPlel句IumetheLast，Cle坤atmandOctavia，Delluvn，and几免moi73qf

Socmtes・RemarksonChlrissawasprintedforJ．Robinson．35TheC7γWaS

publishedbyR．Dodsleyand〔沙heliabyR．Baldwin．36AndrewMillarwas

generousinhispaymentstoauthors；forexample，hepaid£183forJ？S¢h

Andnws，forwhichanotherbooksellerhadofferedonlytwentyfivepounds，

and£600inadvanceandprobablymorefor7bmJ）neS．37Itisnotcertain

WhichaplOuntisforwhichwork，butbetween50ct1750and60ct1752

MillarpaidSarahFielding£256．1．Ointotal．38Latershesoldthecopyright

OfDelluqntoMillarfor60gulneaSWithaprospectofanother40gulneaS

ifasecondeditionwasissued・39AsimilaramountwaspaidforTheCり弓

in1753DodsleyagreedwithSarahFieldingtobuyhalfofthecopyrightfor

33AnnaMariaPoyntz（neeMordaunt）martiedStephenPoyntzwhowasinfluentialatcourt．

SeeChapterFourfordetails．TheCountessofPomfret，HenriettaLouisa＿FemOrWaSa

daughterof2ndBaronJeffreys，married（1720）ThomasFermor（1698－1753），1aterlstEarl
OfPomfret．ShewasLadyoftheBedchambertoQueenCaroline．Shewasanold■friendof

LadyMaryWortleyMontagu，WhowasarelativetoSarahFielding．

34WilliamStrahan’sledgersrecordanamountoflOs．6d．payablebyAndrewMillarforStrahan，s

printingof600subscriptionreceiptsfor■MissF’sOctavia’（BL，Add．MSS48800，fol．77V；

Battestin＆Probyn，p．137）．
35Publisher，1737－58，dealtwithextensivemiscellaneousliterature．

36Booksellerandpublisher1749－1810，nephewandsuccessortoR．Baldwin．

37HenryFieldingwashappilysurprisedtdbeofferedsuchanamount．SeeBattestin，月もmT

FYeldinglpp．325，440．BoswellreportsJohnson’scommentonMillar：Johnsonsaidofhim，

．IrespectMillar，Sir；hehasraisedthepriceofliterature：‖Bosu）ellbLifbqfJ）hnson：7tuther

′‖／／′〃日用・〃りり〃川′′／・リー′′れ′′げ／・′／九・品／高／ハ・川・／、ん／川・ヾり〃：ヾ／Jん／ノ二、・亘′／ノ＝〃J・川中油′．＼1け／／J

II匂J由ed．GeorgeBirkbeckHillandL．F．Powell，VOlITheLife（1709－1765）（0Ⅹford：Clarendon

Press，1934），VOl．Ⅰ，pp．287－88．

38Millarpaidher£20（50ct．1750），£57（5Jan．1750／51），£50（7May1751），£50（16Nov．1751），

£58．1．Q．（3June1752），and£21（60ct．1752）．SeeBattestin，旅nYyFYehiinglp．712．

39BattestinandProbyn，pp．144－49．
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alittlemorethan£52．Dodsleypaidfortheprintingandtheprofitwas

tobesharedbetweenSarahFieldingandDodsley．40

LadyMaryWortleyMontagu（1689－1762），herrelative，famouslypitied

herforhavingtoearnalivingbyherpen：lI…heartilypityher，COnStrain’d

byherCircumstancestoseekherbreadbyamethodIdonotdoubtshe

despises：41LadyMary’spityisbasedonincorrectattributions；Sheassumes

that■besidesSarahFi占lding，sownLhudSim錘VblumetheLa錦threeother

workspublishedbetween1752and1753wereallwrittenbyher．42Soshe

wronglyassumesSarahFielding’soverproductivity．Nevertheless，Sheis

rightinseeinginSarahFieldinganexampleofastrugglingsinglewoman

writerintheeighteenthcentury．43

Shealso．playedaroleofanagentforanauthor・AsJamesHarriS’sbusy

politicalcareerhadjustbegunandhewantedtokeephisauthorshipof

thesketchsecret，Shebecameanagentinhisdealingswiththepublisher，

AndrewMillar，WhomshehadopportunitiestoseeinBath．However，aS

faraswecanseefromtheresultofthenegotiation，Shewasnotcompetent

inthiskindofdealings；ShedidnotknowthatMillarhadalreadychosen

anintroductoryessaytoHenryFielding’sl穐rksbyArthurMurphy

（1727－1805）rather・than Harris’S．Although Murphy’s version was

unsatisfactory．toHenryFielding，sfriendsandsister，OWingtothefactthat

Murphydidnotknowhimpersonally，HarriSwithdrewhis．Hedidnotneed

tosqueezeinliterarycareerbutcouldgainsatisfactionelsewhere，in

philosophicalpursuitsandhisnewly－begunpoliticalcareer．

40SarahFielding’ssignedreceiptisdated19NovemberlT53for£52．10．0（771eCorYed）Ondence

qfRobertDodslqed．JamesE．TierneylCambridge：CambridgeUniversityPress，1988］，pp．

31，514）．

41Fielding，sgrandfather，John（C．1650－98），theArchdeaconofDorset，WaSabrotherdfWilliam

（1640－85），thirdEarlofDenbighandsecondof加smond∴≠・howasthegrandfatherofLady
MaryWortleyMontagu；771eCbmpleieLefterSqt‾L，LLLLt・Jhり・I拘rtlqyA4bniagued．Robert

Halsband3voIs（0Xford：ClarendonPress，1965－6T一．lILp．67．LadyMaryalsoregretsthat

henryFieldingisforcedtowastehisgeniusbybeingpressedbyhisfinancialdifficulties．
42771eCompleteLeite71；，III，p．67．Theotherthreeworksshementionsare：JaneCollier’S77te

Artqfhgenious＆7b7，menting（1753），CharlotteLennox’sFemaleQuixote（1752），andthe

anonymousSirCharlesGoodville（1753）．

43Forwomenwritergstruggleintheeighteenthcentury．seeforexample，CherylTumer，Liuing

byihehn：l穐menTmtersintheEなhtee”thG）′LttLD・（yewYork＆London：Routledge，1992）；

CatherineGallagher，Nbboめ′bSto7r771e抽11iShil轡JltSqfWbmenI侮ieYSiniheMbrke砂klCe

1670－1820（0Ⅹford：ClarendonPress，1994）．
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Shewasnotrichenoughtoliveatthecentreofthetown，butinstead

livedontheoutskirtsofBath，PerhapsatWidcombe，Walcotandlater

Bathwick．44Shelivedasecludedlifethereandattimesvisitedthecity

centre．Herreportsaboutthecityareoftehsecond－hand：一Iamtoldthat

theBathisveryfullthisSeason，butIonlyknowitbyhear－Say，forIhave

noInclinationtogoamongstthemonlywhenmyperticularfriendscomeざ．45

Sinceshewentthereforherhealth，Shetookopportunitiestodrinkspa

WaterWhichwasprovidedinthecentre．Shealsovisitedacquaintancesin

thecentreasSarahScott（1723－95）reports：．Onedaythisweek，POOrFeilding

havinganopportunityofbeingbroughttoBathcametospenditwithmd．■46

Thussheplacedherselfatthemarginsoftheconvivialcity，keepingintouch

Withheracquaintances．Tobenottoofarawayfromnortooclosetothe

eminentsocialgatheringprovidedherwithopportunitiestosocializewith

peopleoffashionwithoutbeingtooinvolved．

Thispositionismirroredbyherliterarystandpoint；Sheprefersthe

Viewpointofthemoderatelydetachedobserver．InhmiliarLetters，for

example，CynthiastaysatBath，Whereshespendsdaysasmanypeople

didinBath，gOlngtOthePumpRoom，thecoffee－rOOm，andaba11，and

payingvisitstofriends．SheletsCamillaknowwhatitisliketobeinBath

andwhatshethinksaboutpeoplethere．CynthiaobserveSmenandwomen

atBath，joltedbyltheirlifelessShadow，FopperyandDress，Impertinence

andFolly！lSheseesladieswearingcapuchins，bonnets，andmuffs，inspite

Oftheextremeheat，Simplyinordertofollowthefashion．People’seagerneSS

tojointumultuousandthrongedcardtablesisbeyondherunderstanding．

Shehearssomeladiestalkingofthemeritofputtingupwithcrowded

Card－tables：TtheVarietythererelaxedtheirThoughts，andkeptthemfrom

thefbinqfThinkingiWhichwasnotgoodwiththeWaters：47Thoughshe

44NealegivesexamplesofexpensesatBathinthesecondpartofchapterII．

45ToJamesHarris，Bathwick，210ct［1758］（BattestinandProbyn，p．144）；SeealsoBattestin

andProbyn，p．137．

46MO5317，NovlO［1765］・Scotttends■tospellhernameas・Feilding：Onthisparticularoccasion，

SarahScottwasindisposedandSarahFieldingcouldnotgratifyherexpectation；Scottwrites：

一unluckilyIwassoillIcou’dpassonlypartofitwithher，＆theninawaynottogiveher

anygratification’．

47凡∽ZJgαγエ♂拙作，Ⅰ，p．90．
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hatesfrivolitythere，Shedoesnothatethecity，andshetakespleasurein

beinganobserver．

AlthoughFieldingseems tohavebeen ateaseinherstanceas a

detachedobserver・SuChasCynthiais．itwasnotthatshewillinglyseparated

herselffromeverycommunity・Thereweresomeshewantedtojoin・Inher

worksshecherishestheimportanceoffamiliarcompanyformedbymutual

understanding and stimulating conversation．Herlonging for an

understanding and close communitylnCreaSed especially after she

successivelylosthersisters，HenryFielding，andherintimatefri占nd，Jane

Collierbythemid－1750S．In1755，ShortlyaftershelostHenryFieldingand

probablyJaneCollieraswell，ShewroteasuggestivelettertoRichardson．

ShecongratulatesRichardsonforwhathehaswithhim：

Toliveinafamilywherethereisbutoneheart，andasmanygood

strongheadsaspersons，andtohaveaplaceinthatenlargedsingle

heart，issuchastateofhappinessasIcannothearofwithoutfeeling

theutmostpleasure．48

Later，ShewishedtojointhecircleofSarahScott，LadyBarbaraMontagu

（－1765）andothers．49However，justasshelivedatacertaindistancefrom

thecitycentre，Sheremainedatsomedistancefromthegroup；theytook

careofherwhilenotregardingherasanequalmemberoftheircitcle．Sarah

FieldingintendedtojointhematBathEastonin1757，butElizabethMontagu

interferedwiththeplan．ShedescribesFielding’SeagemeSSandhercaptious

Opinionofher：

SheisimpatienttogettoBathEastonwheresheintendstoreside．

IsaidallIcouldtodivertherfromyeschemeforthosheisgood

48BattestinandProbyn，p．130．

49SarahScottmetLadyBarbarainBathin1748，andafterhermarriagecametoanendin

1752，ShesettledinBath壷ithLadyBarbara．Theyhadonehouseinthecentreandanother

inBathEaston．Scott’sidealcommunityofwomeninMilleniumHall（1762）isthoughtto

beareflectionofherownlifewithLadyBarbara．SeeJanetTodd，I坑）menb乃′iendshiPin

Liiemtu7V（NewYork：ColumbiaUniversityPress，1980），pp．342－44；Neale，pp．317－20．
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sortofWomanIthinkyou＆LadyBabwillnotwantherinalong

summersdaynoralongwintersevening．Howisonestimetaxedby

civilityandhumanity＆real＆artificialdevoirs？Igrowsavagein

mydispositionthosocial＆affableinmymanners，＆Ifeltforyou＆

LadyBabthehoursofleisure＆retirementshewdrobyouof．50

EvidentlyFielding’spolitebehaviourmadeadistanceandElizabeth

Montagucannottreatherasacomfortablefriend．Atthattime，Shewas

pr亘iudicedagainstFielding’scharacteraswellasherwork；Shesubscribed

toC，lepPatmandOctavia（1757）Onlytofindthatthecohtentofthework

didnotinteresthermuch：1thepagesthatgavememostpleasurewerethose

thatcontainedthenamesofthesubscribers：51Afterall，SarahFielding

failedtobegiVenasecureplacewithinthefemalecommunity．Generally

personalconnectionsformedcircles，Whichwerehelpfu1foreachmember，

andthiswasagreatstrengthofthebluestockingcircle，buttheycouldeasily

becomeexclusive．52consequentlySarahFieldingwasnotacceptedintothe

innercircleofScottandLadyBarbara，althoughShekeptfriendlyterms

especiallywithScott．

ToFielding’sconsolation，Scottremainedmoresympathetictoherthan

ElizabethMontagu，Willingtohelpherandoftentakingopportunitiesto

seeher．PresumablytheirintimacygrewafterScott’sintimatefriend，Lady

Barbara，di占din1765；ScottmentionsrMrsFeilding’morefrequentlyinletters

toElizabethMontaguafterthatyear．53Sometimein1766SarahFielding

50MO5766，MontagutoScott，9June1757；ElizabethCarteragreesthatSarahFieldingisnot

acheerfulvivaciousperson，butsheismoresympathetictoherreservedcharacter：一Iam

verysorryfortheloss［Mrs．Scott］islikelytohaveofpoorMrs．Fielding；thoughsheis

notalivelycompanion，Sheisafriendlyandgoodwoman，andsuchacharacterwillalways

betenderlyregretted．（CartertoMontagu，Nov．25，1767，Lette73jねm肋．ElizabethCarierl
toM73．Montagu，＿beiuJeenthe的a？31755and1800ed．MontaguPennington（London：F．C．

andJ．Rivington，1817），Ⅰ，p．369）．

51MO5766，MontagutoScott．

52Fordetailsofthebluestockingcircle’spersonalconnections，SeeSylviaHarcstarkMyers，

川．・川ハ・、、／川・小JJgC高・／．．・lllり〃りJ、ハイ・仙人／ノサ、・川・／／／ト／．亘・り′／J・．1〃仙／／JJ／シリカい・〃／／／CりJ／／り：、－

England（0Xford：ClarendonPress，1990）．

53LadyBarbaraleftSarahFieldinganannuityoftenpounds（MontagutoCarter，quOtedin

Needham，p．357）．
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SPentdayswithScottandaMrsCutts．AftercomingtostayatScott’spartly

forthewatersandprobablymoreforherlongingforScott’scompany，She

WaSreluctanttogobackalonetoBathwick：’Ⅰ［SarahScott］findshe［Mrs．

Feilding］doesnotintendreturninganymoretothehousesheisnowin，

findingitIbelievetoolonely一．54ThefearofsmallpoxmadeScottchange

herlodging，WhichluckilyenabledFieldingtojoinScott，MrsCutts，and

aMissArnold．SarahFieldingwasgettingweakerandweakeratthistime，

and’shemuchwantsrevival●butshespentherdayshappilyinthissmall

CircleofsisterhoodasScottwrote：’ShethiIlksherselfmuchhappiersince

Shecamd．55Thistemporaryhappine占spresumablyendedwhenthedanger

OfsmallpoxsubsidedresultinginthatScottreturnedtoherfomerabode

andthecosyco－habitationcameto anend．

Meanwhile，ElizabethMontaguplannedtoliveatHitchamwithMrs

Scott，MrsCutts，andMrsFreindin1767．Theoriginalplandidnotinclude

SarahFielding．Montaguwasaloofandnotverykindtoher：’Ⅰlikevastly

thethoughtofinvitingMrsFieldingasaGuest，Seeingherhappywillbe

anoblepaymentforherboard＆LodgingT．560nreconsideration，thinking

itwouldbeapitytoleaveSarahFieldingout’ifitweretocostthatgood

Womanallherhappiness一，MontagudecidedtohelpSarahFieldingtojoin

them．Yetsheremainedbusinesslike；inherthoughtsaboutthepossibility

OfFielding’sjoiningthecommunity，praCticalfinancialconsiderationscame

first．AssheknewSarahFieldingcouldnotaffordtojoininthescheme，

SheoffersinalettertoScotttopaythedifferencewithoutlettingherknow

herdependence，pOintingoutthatTmyfriendFieldingistoomuchofaBel

esprittoknowabetterofyeordinaryaffairsoflifd’Sowecancheather

astoknowledgeofyeexpence＆letherimagineherpresentincomeequal

toitI had much rathershe did not knowshewas assistedinit■．Sarah

Fielding’sattachmenttoSarahScott’ScompanywassuchthatElizabeth

Montaguwasworried abouthersenseofalienationifScottleftSarah

54MO531，Jan30［1766］．

55MO5321，Feb9［1766］．

56QuotedinArnoldEdwinNeedham，一TheLifeandWorksofSarahFielding：Universityof

California，Ph．Dリ1942，p．359．
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FieldingtojointheHitchamscheme：’Iam afraidsomerumorsofthis

schemeofHitchamshdreachherear＆killher’．57Intheevent，atthistime

SarahFieldingwastooilltomovehouses．MontaguletElizabethCarter

（1717－1806）knowaboutherpoorhealth：’PoorMrsFieldingisdecliningvery

fast，SheisatBath．Mysisterseeshereveryday：58Montagutookpityon

herandofferedtopayhermedicalexpenceifherhalf－brotherwasnot

available：’SirJ：FieldinghasnotyetsentanyPersontopaythemoneyif

MrsFieldinginthemeantimeshdwantanypraysupplyherforme，her

conditionmustbeexpensivethothegenerosityofherPhysiciansavesher

thegreat＆heavychargeofsicknesg．59ShetriedtomakecontactwithSir

JohnFielding，butshecouldnotatleastuntilfivedaysbeforeherdeath．60

ThereisatabletinhermemoryinthechurchofCharlcombe，andanother

byDrJohnHoadly（1711－76）intheAbbey，Bath．Hoadlydescribesher

virtuouscharactertogetherwithherintellectualsuperi0rity：’Herunaffected

Manners，CaPdidMind，／HerHeartbenevolent，andSoulresign’d，／Were

moreherPraisethanallshekneworthought，／ThoughAthensIWisdom

toherSexshetaught：

InBaththedazzlingassemblyoftheyoungandfitinthepublicrooms

andalongthewalkslaysidebysidewiththemelancholyscenesofthe

despondentonesovertheirandtheirfamilymemberslillhealthanddeath．

Bathinimitablyattractedtheyoungandtheold，therichandthenot－SO－rich，

Soastoworkasacentrethatprovidedpleasure，Care，benevolenceandall

thateachgenerationandeachfinancialsituationneeded．Literaryand

personalconnectionsworkedasasafetynetfortheunmarriedaging

lonesomeSarahFielding．Bathwaterwasbeneficialnotonlyinitshealing

potentialbutalsoindrawingherandherbenefactorstogether．Inheryouth

Bathgavehermaterialstowriteaboutandinherlaterlifeshecouldsee

theresomebodytolookafterher．

57MO5873，MontagutoScott，1Jan1768．

58QuotedinNeedham，p．361．

59MO5881，Mar281768，MontagutoScott．

60－NonewsofSrJohnFielding．LdLytteltonhasbeenoutofTownalmostaMonthIbelieve

hehasnoconnectionswithSrJohn．．．一（MO5882，MontagutoScott，4Apri11768）．
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