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Economic Development and Welfare in Asia

Yih-chyi Chuang
Dean, College of Social Sciences
Distinguished Professor, Department of Economics
National Chengchi University
Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.

Abstract
The ultimate goal of economic development is to increase living standard and welfare
of human beings. However, in practice economic development tends to sacrifice welfare
in terms of depletion of natural resources and deterioration of environmental quality.
Hence, ironically Gross National Product (GNP), an important measure of the wealth
of a nation in market economy, also means garbage, noise, and pollution. By definition,
GNP is the sum of market values of all final goods and services produced by an
economy within a given period. Due to externality reasons, many costs generated by
economic activities have not been taken into account by the individual decision maker,
whether consumer or producer, resulting in overconsumption or overproduction. Today
we are living in a global village. Globalization enhances world trade and investment
which in turn increases world total output and income. Globalization streamlines
production efficiency through international division of labor across boundaries, but it
also intensifies the negative externality by beggar the neighbor, such as exporting
pollution by outsourcing. Asia regional development is a de facto market-driven
integration, division of labor in the region has resulted in regional production
networking, putting all economies together and experiencing concurrent growth for all
participants in Asia. As the economy developed with higher income per capita, do we
feel happier? What do we mean by happiness? Happiness can be described in many
aspects including equality, better education, longer life expectancy, cohesive and
harmonious society, and freedom and democracy. Is there a relationship between
economic development and happiness or welfare? I argue that economic development is
a necessary condition for happiness in a modern society with market economy. Without
first satisfaction of material wants, it is not possible to talk about welfare or happiness
in any aspect. Not to say that any government’s welfare expenditure heavily relies on
tax revenues from people. Therefore, increase in GNP and income of people is the
intrinsic component of welfare enhancement and the core of economic development.
But we also need to realize that the pure self-interests under lasses fair, especially
under capitalism, without any restraint for the sake of public interests may lead to
disasters and even self-destruction. The 2008 global financial crises and world
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depression is a typical example. Market-orient capitalism has brought remarkable
prosperity to all human beings for the past two centuries, especially starting from the
second half of 20th century. For the survival of modern capitalism, we have to think
seriously the concept of sustainable development by taken both self-interest and public
interest into account simultaneously. Thus, the advocates of social enterprises should
not be confined to managing those NGOs or NPOs, but rather bring the concept of the
complementarity between public interest and self-interest into individual firm’s
decision making. That is, every firm is indeed by nature a social enterprise. Thus,
capitalism with build-in social enterprises feature may be the final hope for the
harmonious relationship between economic development and welfare. In that case, we

find a real solution for economic development and social welfare.

Keywords: Economic development, welfare, happiness, capitalism,

social enterprise.
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AR 1
The Social Welfare for and Ethnic Development

of Taiwanese Aboriginal Peoples

® B
LIM Siu-theh
Professor in the Department of Ethnology
National Chengchi University, TATWAN

Abstract

Aboriginal peoples in Taiwan are disadvantaged in such a multi-ethnic society.
The state protects aboriginal peoples by policy and plenty of welfare measures are
provided to any person with aboriginal identity such as education subsidies and
incentives, preferential treatment for getting into higher education, living
allowances, employment security, and loan incentives. Currently, the concept of
the welfare policy for aborigines is to solve social problems.

Blood and language are the two factors that form the ethnic boundaries of
aboriginal peoples. Since 1980s, due to urbanization, the number of inter-ethnic
marriages has been rising, the level of aboriginal language proficiency has been
deteriorating, aboriginal characteristics have been less distinctive, the gap
between aborigines and non-aborigines has been narrowing, and the social welfare
policy in favor of aborigines has been questioned. Such circumstances have driven
aboriginal peoples to retain their original ethnic characteristics.

As to retaining aboriginal characteristics, two viewpoints exist in aboriginal
society:- one suggests that aborigines are responsible to retain aboriginal
characteristics; the other is that to retain is to be eligible for welfare. That
is, retaining ethnic characteristics is a prerequisite to welfare. Both viewpoints
underscore the mainstream idea isthat ethnic characteristics have to be
maintained to retain ethnic boundaries.

The two aspects of aboriginal characteristics are languages and traditional
ceremonies. Aboriginal languages are severely endangered. If certified
aborigines retain their own languages, their ethnic boundaries could be
maintained. Although most aborigines are Christians, they still keep their
traditions. Christianity and traditional ceremonies do not conflict; instead, they
complement each other, Aboriginal cultures have thus been reserved.

Here is the current state of aboriginal peoples. In education, the ratio of
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aboriginal students studying abroad on scholarship and at their own expanses to
non-aboriginal ones increasd significantly from 1997-2011, as well as the ratio of
aboriginal students who receive PhD degrees to non-aboriginal ones. Due to The
preferential treatment, more and more aboriginal young people go to school and so do
aboriginal young people enter higher education has helped. They numbers have been
growing steadily. Aboriginal college students have increased most significantly. In the
job market, no matter aborigines attend vocational training or corporations hire
aboriginal employees, the situation has been improved, though the unemployment rate
of aborigines is higher than the national unemployment rate. Under the impact of
modernization, the implementation of the social welfare policy does make

positive effects for the ethnic development of aboriginal peoples.

keywords: welfare policy, aboriginal identity, ethnic characteristics,
ethnic development

—103 —



ABREREN SRR KRR

MER
B8 HIBUAREREELEIY

RS

FERKREGES R EEENGS  BREEE LIRERERE  BARERES
EHEHEEN > OIRRE RN AIEED - FHERERT - AEEN - RO - SREEE - Ea
HEFIBCR B At TR -

FERIERERES - DUMGIEES BWEGRG: - 1980 FALE » FERESEEREAY
FE BREEHEERE  RIESESEIIVEE I RFEFEZTRL > RERRE M
AZ RS » ERF R E RN SRR BORERES - RERERSHRERRNRE
Rk

HRRERBRENVRY - RERTEGAERIRER | E -2 kR EREERTERR
Y SR R TR OR R IR IR R IR R A EAIN AT JEsn i Eses -
R RHRRHE DR RRB SR R -

FRERBFERRERERR - REGESOEGEN - REREES AR ERE > &
AESNREREERERFRES - KABNERREER - RERBNEEEZZEAE
BB AR B BB SR BRI E RS - ROmAE R - LR
BRF -

RREERENAEER - FHETE - 8 19972011 £ ABREEEHHEEEED
FEUSTEEEAIILPIRRE AN © @R IRE TR ERBENF SR RERRE
ANBERSESFUENE SR ERS - THURZRRHIMIEERA  ARENE » H
ERAERAERN EHRPLERMSHANE - HEBENSL RS FERRERANE
[EiE - WARRENGE RS T g EABCRE SRS EA T Emehis -

Mlses - ARABUR ~ RERS » ~ REHNE - REFR

—104—



R 2
The Current State and Challenges of New Immigrants

of Taiwan and Their New Families in Taiwan

£ R
ONG Nga-ping
Associate Professor, Department of Ethnology,
National Chengchi University, Taiwan

Abstract
Cross-border migrant workers and marriages have been two main global
phenomena over the last few decades. They've created new issues. With a large
number of migrant workers entering rather closed, bounded nation states, different
features have been added in society. Cross-border migrant workers and marriages
accelerate cultural exchange and are also the sources of many new social issues.

The study on new immigrants of Taiwan cover migrant workers, foreign spouses
and their kids, the so-called “new Taiwanese children”. The three subjects of research
have made a great impact on the issues ethnologists care much about, such as
“cross-cultural studies”, “multicultural studies and multicultural education”,
“internationalization and localization” and “the deconstruction and construction of a
nation-state structure”. The theories and perspectives need to be re-examined.

Migrant workers were first introduced to Taiwan in October 1989. There are at
least about 600,000 migrant workers a year living in Taiwan, close to the population of
Hsinchu City. In 2005, Thai workers who were hired to help build the Kaohsiung
mass-transit system rioted against their “unfair” employer. In 2006, a monthly
newspaper, 4-Way Voice, which gives voices to new immigrants of Taiwan, was founded.
It has been published in Vietnamese, Cambodian, Thai, Indonesian and Tagalog
(Filipino), building a platform for migrant workers to have a dialog with the Taiwanese
society. CHANG Cheng, former editor-in-chief of 4-Way Voice, once said, “Migrant
workers are our family rather than home appliances; they’re a solution to problems
rather than problems; they’re a stepping stone rather than a stumbling block.”

Foreign spouses of Taiwanese nationals mainly come from China, Vietnam,
Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines, Cambodia, Myanmar, Malaysia, Japan, the USA,
South Korea, Singapore and Canada. The Chinese spouses are more than 130,000.
Those from Southeast Asia are more than 90,000, with the majority from Vietnam and
Indonesia. The rest totaling about 5,000 are from Japan, South Korea, Ukraine, etc.
The problems of foreign spouses can be categbrized as adaptation to life (language,
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eating habits, religion and so on), a lack of social support networks (such as low status
at home, stress and anxiety, home violence), work (mainly because of inability to work
before being issued a Taiwanese ID card), acquiring Taiwanese citizenship (A personal
financial statement is needed and one has to pass the Naturalization Language and
Basic Knowledge Examination before becoming a citizen of Taiwan), the effect of the
Adaptation to Life Program for Foreign Spouses, physical autonomy (Foreign spouses
are required to have a periodic health check-up according to the Reproductive Health
Management Program for Foreign Spouses), bad marriage brokers, and prejudice and

discrimination in policy and society.

With an increase in foreign spouses, more “new Taiwanese children” are born
every year. Since 2003, there have been eight newborns to a non-Chinese foreign-born
parent and four to a Chinese parent among every 100 newborns. In the last decade,
almost one out of every 10 elementary school students has a foreign-born parent.
Particularly in Lianjiang County, one out of four pupils is a “new Taiwanese child”; the
ratio is the highest in Taiwan. The phenomenon has made an influence. Every county
or city has set up a learning center for new immigrants, reinforced Chinese literacy
education for foreign spouses, required school teachers to receive the training on
helping “new Taiwanese children” adapt to their school life, strengthened the
mechanism for governmental authorities and communities to provide counseling, seen
the need to help and support the family of a Taiwanese national married to a foreign
spouse, and seeked the support of health agencies and the other related authorities.
(CHEN Jun-liang and others, 2008) Due to “new Taiwanese children”, schools in
Taiwan have faced the challenges of implementing multicultural education and

international education.
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