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TeachingEnglishthroughMovies

KennethGROGER

Iusemoviesinmyclassestointegratelanguageskillswhilegenerating

studentinterest．Moviescanfunctiontobringtheoutsideworld，particularly

thetargetcultureintotheclassroom．Movies can provideunlimited

opportunitiesforcommunicativelanguagelearning．Studentsdonothave

tobesoldonmovies．Theyarealreadyfans．MyJapanesestud占ntsamaze

meeverydaywiththeirin－depthknowledgeofthemovies andtheir

familiaritywithactors，aCtreSSeS，directorsandstoriesofpopularfilms．

WheneverIaskmystudentsabouttheirfreetimeinterests，themost

frequentresponseis“watchingmovies．”Asateacher，Hinditcomforting

tofindagroupoflearnersthathaveacommonbond，Whichbringsthem

together．MoviescanserveaSthatbond．Whenteachingmovies，Ⅰliketo

beginbypresentingandelicitingvocabularyitems．IprefertogiVethe

handouttothestudentsaweekpriortothelesson．Igenerallyassignthem

thevocabularyitemsashomework．Thisisnecessaryconsideringthesheer

volumeofvocabularyitemsthatwehavetocoverduringeachlesson．

Allowingthemtofamiliarizethemselveswiththevocabularywillproveto

bearealtimesaver．AllowingstudentsthechancetofamiliariZethemselves

withvocabularywillcontributetoamorelearner一generatedlesson．Instead

ofdoingateacher－Centeredvocabularypresentation，Imaychooseto

Separatethestudentsintosmallgroups」Theycandiscusstheirvocabulary

itemsamongthemselves andusemeasalastresortinclearlnguPany

confusiontheymayhaveregardingthevocabularyitems．Thiswillfreeall

ofusuptouseourtimemorewisely．andconstructivelywithsomeofthe

othermoredemandingcomponentsinthelesson．Imayuseavocabulary

Checkactivityinordertocheckforunderstanding．
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The thought ofwatching mol・ies without subtitles can bevery

frighteningforstudents．Thisiswheregenerouspraiseandencouragement

CangOalongwaytoboostconfidence．Beforeweevenstart，Icommend

StudentsfortheirbraveryandIremindthemnottosettheirexpectations

toohighatfirst．Itellthemthatimprovingtheirlisteningskillscantake

awhileandtheyshouldbesatisfiedwithgradualimprovement．Having

realisticexpectationsisveryimportantforJapanestlearnerswhoare

inclinedtogiVeupiftheydonotmakesignificantprogressinashortperiod

Oftime．TheEnglishlanguagecontainsslang，idioms，phrasalverbs，difficult

linkingandpronunciation，Whichcombineasadifficulttaskfornon－native

listeners．As a teacher，Ihave come to realizethat keeplnglearner

expectationsincheckisanimportantrole，eSpeCiallyinapotentiallytough

mediumlike movies．

ThefastpaceofthelanguagecqnbefruStratingforalllisteners・Moving

thefocustothatofdiscerningwhatispresentedprovides asenseof

accomplishmentandbooststheirmorale．Listeningactivitiesallowstudents

toseerealprogressinimprovedlanguageskills．Thetaskhereisfor

Studentstoinsertthecorrectvocabularywordintothe－blankfromthelist

Ofvocabularywordsprovided．Therecanbeadditionaleffectivelistening

activitiesonthehandout，SuChaslisteningtomatchinformation，listening

toimportantinformation，andlisteningfordetails．

Ioftenincludeanumberofcomprehensionquestionsinthehandout，

Whichifansweredcorrectly，Willdemonstratecomprehension・Itisalways

goodtodothisinpairsforincreaslngCOmmunication．Allofthesecreative

listeningstrategiescangreatlyfacilitatestudentsingainingagripon

understandingmoviecontent．Anothergoodstrategythatmaycontribute

toenhancedcomprehensionishavingstudentsputeventsinchronological

Order・“RolePlayHisanothercreativestrategyforvideoviewing．Itisuseful

toplaythevideowiththesoundoffandhavestudentscreatedialogue．Once

theyhavemadeupthedialogue，theycanreadthescript．Thisisagood

Sub－StrategyOfrole－play．Havingstudentsrole－playmaybeagoodtechnique
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forgettlnginsidethecharacter’shead．Thiscanincreaseempathyforthe

Character’spredicamentandleadtoagoodexchangeregardingcharacter

analysIS・ialwaysmakeitapolnttOadvancesomethought－prOVOking

discussionquestions．Thesewillhopefullygetthestudentstdengagelin

Criticalthinking．WithJapaneselearners，itgenerallytakes aneffortto

inducethemtothinkcritically．Historyisnotontheirsideregardingthis

attributeor・lackofit．Ⅰnthepast，Jap∴aneSeStudentsstudiedhardbecause

theywantedto■gotobignameschooIsinordertogainemploymentat

famouscompanies．Teachershadcompleteauthorityoverstudentsand

asked nothingof them exceptthat they memorize huge amounts of

information．Oftenteachersfailedtoexplainwhystudentsshoulddoso．

AsanEnglishteacher，Imakeeveryeffortinmymovieclasstoprovide

asuperfluousamountofmaterialthatcanleadtogreatdiscussionsinclass

andhopefullycriticalthinkingwilloccur．Ifeelthatitwouldbeadisservice

nottoengagemystudentsincriticalthinking．

Ifinditnecessarytoplaythedevil’sadvocateattimesinorderto

provokestudentstotakeastand．Movietopicsareindeedloadedwiththe

kindofcontentthatcanbearecipeforgreatdebates．Itisnotlongbefore

thestudentsdotaketheinitiativeandcontributetothemovieclass．These

aresomeofthemanypositiveoutcomesthatcanemergefromasuccessful

movieclass，mainlybeingabletoengageindebate，Criticalthinking，and

to discussstimulatingtopics．Itisalso agreatidea，Whenpossible，tO

decoratetheclasswithmovieparaphernaliacreatingaatmospherethat

Willhelptoinspirelearning．Atanystageofthemovielesson，itcanbe

Veryhelpfultosupplementthecoursewithrelatedarticlesthatwouldfurther

providefodderfordiscussionandwrittenasslgnmentS．Recyclingthe

VOCabularyandrecapplngearlierepisodesofthemoviecanalsobeuseful

insolidifyinglanguagelearnlng．
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