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On the Usage of kane, Japanese Sentence-Final Expression
— from the Perspective of Politeness

KUMAI, Hiroko

In this paper, the author discusses the meaning and usages of kane, a Japanese
Sentence-Final expression and the reasons why it is used, focusing on its role in polite-
ness. As a result, kane turns out to be an expression which shows the hearer that the
information belongs to the hearer or further requires the hearer’s reaction such as agree-
ment or confirmation after conforming the memory, knowledge, emotion or intention of
either the speaker or the hearer to the speaker’s recognition without drawing a conclu-
sion. It is also found that kane is an expression of both Positive Politeness and Negative
Politeness, but compared to kana, it emphasizes the fact that the speaker and the
hearer are on the same ground, and thus the aspect of PP is more dominant. So if used
appropriately, it can be an expression of closeness, but if used when NP is more ap-
propriate than PP or when the speaker and hearer are clearly opposed to each other, it
might be considered to be over-friendly, pushy or intrusive, giving an impression of
crossing into the hearer’s territory. It can also be considered to be irresponsible, if used
when the speaker is expected to express his or her own conclusion clearly. Therefore,
attention should be paid depending on who the hearer is or what kind of situation or
topic it is in order to avoid being rude.



