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The Case Study of Process of the Japanese [ ~ naru] Structure
by an Adult Learner

HISANO, Mitsuko

This paper is a case study of the acquisition process of [ ~ naru] structure by an
L2 learner. The subject was an adult English speaker, who has experienced both learn-
ing Japanese and staying in Japan. Samples of spontaneous Japanese speech were
collected longitudinally.

The main results are as follows: (a) The subject used more [noun + naru] structure
than other structures. (b) In [noun + ninaru] structure, the error of omitting »ni was
sometimes observed although the subject had already produced ni correctly. A few
misuses of de (in place of ni) and suru (in place of naru) were also observed. (c) In [na-
adjective + ninaru] structure as well, the omitting of ni/ was sometimes observed. (d)
In [dou + naru] structure, the overuse of ni was observed. (e) There were little or no
mistakes in [i-adjective + kunaru], [verb + youninaru] and [negative phrase + naru]
structures.

As for the results (¢) (d), with words such as fukuzatsu (=complex), dame (=use-
less) and dou (=how), the subject had mistakes (omitting or overusing »i) even after he
had produced correct phrases. This may mean that he had some difficulty in recogniz-
ing the part of speech of these words. Furthermore, as for the results of (b), the mistakes
were seen especially when the noun was used with focus particles such as mo (=also),
shika (=omly) and toka (=and so on).

The phenomenon of the omission of #i even after the correct expressions appeared
in [noun + ninaru] and [na-adjective + ninaru] structures (referred to in (b)(c)), and
the overuse of #niin [dou + naru] structure (referred to in (d)) are similar to those of
previous research based on data from L2 children. Judging from these results, there
seem to be basic similar features in the acquiring process for L2 learners.



