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Attitude of International Students to Job Hunting in Japan
HAKAMATA, Mari

This paper is a report on the job hunting of 30 international students in Hama-
matsu Campus. Most of the students got jobs as engineers through personal applications
or recommendations from the university. The students had quite high Japanese profi-
ciency and knew what to do to get a job, but they struggled with the Japanese system
for job hunting. They chose companies based on whether they had international
branches. Male students seemed to have plans for their future but female students did
not at the time at which they chose a company.

Most Japanese companies hire students without distinction between Japanese
students and international students because they want just “good people” for their busi-
ness activities. Japanese companies also want to hire international staff to energize the
company with different viewpoints. University staff should support international students
to get a job so that they can prove their unique and excellent talents through job hunt-
ing and working in Japanese companies.



