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A Support Group for Children and Their Families Who Moved to Other Prefectures as Refugees of the
Great East Japan Earthquake

AT EEE T IIHEw
Tomoko KOBAYASHI, Fumihiko SUGANO and Masakatsu EGUCHI

(P24 4F 10 H 4 H2B])

We created a support group in order to ameliorate the negative feelings of children and
their families who moved to other prefectures as refugees of the Great East Japan
Earthquake. In the present study, we investigated parents’ evaluations of the support group
by using a questionnaire survey; the support groups ran from May 2011 to March 2012. The
results indicate that the support group was a relaxing and fun place for both children and
parents, who could talk about their experiences in a form of exchange with evacuees from
outside their own prefectures. Overall, the support group was a place where uneasiness was
decreased. Therefore, this support group functioned well for children and parents as a place

where negative feelings could be ameliorated.
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