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Abstract

The central argument of pedagogy of Japanese as a second language for children is
twofold: Frist, practitioners need to take into consideration sustaining students’ identical (ie.
native) language in their lifetime; second, they must teach language of the mainstream (ie.
Japanese) to prevent their students from dropping out of school. The former and the latter,
however, should be compatible from the self-identity point of view, and many activities with
the two standpoints together are actually observed in the most present-day schools, in the
era of transnational society. Thus the main purpose of this essay is to provide a theoretical
ground for such an activity through inquiries into the relation between language learners
and their settings, and to understand how their actions to construct the appropriate settings
influence language learning.

Development of language is to be identical to construction of educational situation because
a learner’s individual appropriation is connected to a community (e.g. language class) activity
based on the participation. Our investigation indicates that teacher’s understanding of his/
her learners consist of a language syllabus, his/her promoting participation in the lesson
creates a class activity, and learners and their vicinity interact to make a language

curriculum. This development process is called meaning making.
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